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Where is the Spirit Leading You?
By Nina Warriner
“God, where will your Spirit lead
today?
Help me be fully awake and
ready to respond.
Grant me courage to risk
something new
and become a blessing of your
love and peace.
Amen”
Spirituality and mission are often
viewed as two diverse concepts
and people are said to be drawn
to one or the other. My original
perspectives of mission and
spirituality were narrow and not
very helpful. Simply put, I
understood mission as the act of
evangelizing for the sake of
growing the church and
spirituality as the difficult
endeavor of solitary reflection.
In the past few years, my
perception has significantly
changed. Through my own
continuing journey, I have come
to realize that mission is the
embodiment of Spirit. When we
engage in contemplation through
regular spiritual practices, living
in the Spirit becomes the source
of our response. It is no longer a
matter of rationalizing an action
because it is a good thing to do.
Our lives become a response to
the Spirit’s leading in each day.
Action is the manifestation of
living a contemplative or spiritfilled life.

I NSIDE
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This mission prayer written
above (from “Leading
Congregations in Mission”) has
become a weekly part of our
congregation’s Sunday services.
Since implementing this a few
months ago, it has manifest in
ways I never imagined. I have a
good friend, Karin, whom I have
worked with for 20+ years –
team teaching and collaborating.
She was a phenomenal first
grade teacher to our own
children. This past fall, she was
diagnosed with ALS – a
debilitating, terminal disease.
The rate of her decline has been
devastating and heartbreaking.
One year ago as we were
celebrating her 50th birthday, no
one imagined that by age 51
Karin would be in need of full
time nursing care. She has lost
all mobility, struggles to speak,
and labors to breathe, making
each day a significant challenge
for her. Karin’s mother, who is a
retired RN and is 80 years old,
has committed to taking full time
care of her daughter with the
help of her husband who is in
his mid-80s. My heart has been
drawn into a place of continual
thought and prayer because of
the reality of this family’s
struggle. Somewhere in this
place of heartache, compassion
and contemplation, a response
(Continued on page 2)
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developed that has taken me outside the
comfort zone of a typical friend/colleague
relationship and into something sacred.
Despite my initial self-doubt, I have found
myself praying, administering, assisting
with care, companioning, and holding
sacred space for deep conversations to
occur with Karin and her parents. By
allowing my heart to be open to God
working in ways that might not have been
the norm for me in this relationship, I am
experiencing new expressions of what I
have realized is mission – the embodiment
of Spirit as it moves within this
relationship.
Mission as a natural response to the
Spirit’s movement becomes manifest for
me when creating sacred space with
others where the Living Christ can be
realized. It is no longer Spirituality or
Mission; it is Mission as the natural
response to Spirituality – the Spirit
facilitating action.
Where is the Spirit leading you? Open
your heart to the leading of the Spirit. Be
vulnerable to new expressions of God.
Allow the Spirit to work through you so
that Christ can be realized through loving
and sacred community.
“Community of Christ,” your name, given
as a divine blessing, is your identity and
calling. If you will discern and embrace its
full meaning, you will not only discover
your future, you will become a blessing to
the whole creation. Do not be afraid to go
where it beckons you to go. Doctrine &
Covenants 163:1.

Greenwood Congregation Awarded
Model Ministry Grant
We are pleased to report that the Greenwood congregation has
received a $2000 model ministry grant from the mission center.
The grant will help support the GreenwoodRexville Food Pantry. The food pantry has
been operating since 2009, serves about 90
families each month, and is staffed by the
congregation and many volunteers from the
community, including a local Methodist
Church. We are excited to learn that plans
are in place to expand the food pantry’s
ministry.
You may recall that at our September conference, the mission
center increased the funding available for model ministry grants
from $4000 to $6000. We don’t want financial barriers getting in
the way of a congregation or a group of congregations moving
forward with new or expanding ministry. If you are unfamiliar
with the model ministry grant program or if it’s been a while since
you least read the guidelines, it’s worth taking a look:
Purpose: To help congregations and groups respond to God’s unfolding
purposes by engaging in model ministries with a missional focus.
Rationale: In order to enable transformation in our world, our
congregations must become “Missional Churches.” A missional church is
defined as “…a sacred community of God’s people, who listen to God, and
align all that they do with God’s unfolding mission in the places where they
serve.” The church is called to “generously share the invitation, ministries,
and sacraments through which people can encounter the Living Christ who
heals and reconciles through redemptive relationships in sacred
community.” (D&C 163:2b) Many congregations in the Mission Center have
ideas of what God is calling them to do, but find that there are financial
barriers to making the call a reality. Thus the Model Ministry Grants
have been established to encourage creativity in responding to God’s call in
the places where the groups or congregations serve by removing the financial
barriers which may arise.
Scope: Funds, in the form of grants, generally up to $2000, will be
made available to a congregation or group of congregations within the
EGLMC who desire to respond to God’s call in new and exciting ways by
starting a model ministry.
So, we encourage you to take advantage of the funding that is
available. The guidelines in their entirety are available on the
mission center’s website at: https://
eglmc.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/model-ministry-grantguidelines.pdf. Don’t let the stated deadlines stop you from
applying. If you have an idea, we want to hear it. There is still
money available.
Your MCPs.
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guest minister Ben Byrne at Reunion
Ben Byrne will be providing guest
ministry along with Senior President of
Seventy John Wight.

Ben Byrne is currently serving as the
Outreach Support Minister in the
Central USA Mission Field focusing on
the Northwest Independence
community. He has planted ministries

in the local elementary schools and is
working closely with community
leaders to allow people the
opportunity to serve their community
through community service and
monthly outreach events.
Ben describes himself as a
former "street thug whose life was
changed through the love of God". He
considers it a privilege to witness to
others and lead them into a
relationship with a God who will free
them from any bonds they might be
bound by. Ben radiates the joy of
an authentic relationship with Jesus
Christ. His enthusiasm is contagious.
He believes WE CAN CHANGE THE
WORLD if we ALL WORK
TOGETHER and is ready to lead the
charge!

“As a spiritual
venture, boldly
follow the initiatives
into the heart of
God’s vision for the
church and creation.
Then, in response to
growing insight
about God’s nature
and will, continue to
shape communities
that live Christ’s love
and mission.”
Doctrine and Covenants 165:1b

Congratulations
To our
2017
Graduates!
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Fayette city Congregation Celebration
By Bill mines

Functional Assignments include:
Disciple and Priesthood Formation
Ministries.

This summer the Fayette City
congregation will be celebrating its
120th anniversary, with events being
scheduled August 18, 19, 20, 2017.
Guest ministry will be provided by
Apostle Janné Grover. She is a
member of the Council of Twelve
Apostles, the
lead
missionary
quorum of
Community
of Christ.
She is
assigned to
the Central
USA Mission
Field.

Her previous employment includes
disciple formation ministries
specialist for Community of Christ,
and director of orchestras for Lee’s
Summit North High School and
Bernard Campbell Middle School in
Lee’s Summit, Missouri.
Janné attended the University of
Missouri-Columbia and obtained a
Bachelor of Science in Education
degree in vocal and instrumental
music K–12. She also received a
Master’s of Music Education degree
in instrumental conducting from
Florida State University, an
Education Specialist degree in
secondary administration from
Northwest Missouri State
University, and a Master’s of Arts in
Religion from Graceland University.
More information will be available as
we get closer, please plan to come
and share in our celebration!

Mark Your
Calendar
Mission Center
Conference will be
October 1, 2017
at Temple Grove!

Eglmc reunion/family camp
July 1-7, 2017
Temple Grove Campgrounds

It is time to make sure that your are
registered if you are planning to
attend Reunion/Family Camp this
year.
Pre-registration fees this year are
$40.00 per person. Walk on
registrations are $50.00 per person. As
always you need to send your
registration fees with your housing
registration.
Meals will cost $9.25 each if you are
visiting for the day and on Sunday we
will offer a $18.00 meal ticket good for
meals that day only.
Our guest ministry this year will be
provided by John Wight, Senior
President of Seventy, President of
Quorum 6 and Ben Byrne Outreach
Support Minister
If you have any questions please
contact Sandy Davis at the Mission
Center office Tuesday & Thursday 9-4,
Wednesday 9-3. Call 440-256-1441 or
e-mail eglmcsandy@roadrunner.com
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Plan ahead for eglmc reunion/family camp
We want to share this information in
order for you to be able to plan your
contribution for the 2017 reunion/
family camp these are the cost per
person.
Registration Fees:
$40.00 per person
Walk on registration fee:
$50.00 per person
Central Lodge per person for the
week: $258.00
West Lodge per person for the week:
$195.00
RV’s/Cabins per person for the week:
$184.50
Tent per person for the week:
$151.50
(children 3 and under are free)
As always you need to send your
registration fees with your housing
registration this will allow us to plan
for food and supplies.
The listed cost are the amounts that
the mission center will be charged per

Upcoming at the
Kirtland Temple

person for the full week. If you
will not be attending the whole
week and would like to contribute
for the days that you will be
attending contact Sandy at the

Emma Smith
Hymn Festival will
be held in the
Kirtland Temple
Tuesday, July 10,
2017. Doors will
open at 7:00pm, and the service
will start at 7:30pm. The

mission center office prior to camp.
The listed costs are to help you
with your contribution we will
have several free will offerings
during the week so no one has to
miss Reunion/Family Camp
because of finances.

festival seating is limited to the
first 300 people.

Meals will cost $9.25 each if you
are visiting for the day and on
Sunday we will offer a $18.00 meal
ticket good for meals that day only.

IT’S A PAJAMA PARTY
Wednesday’s dance at Reunion will be a pajama party, wear
your favorite pj’s for a nightwear review. Bring a
pillowcase solid, light colored, preferably white. We will
be doing some activities followed by our dance!
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News from New Philadelphia
By Bob Lomax
The congregation raised $721.38 in
January for Evangelist Jose Feliciano,
our close personal friend for his
missionary trip to Cuba in March. He
was also our guest speaker on March
12th and we had been able to raise an
additional $300.00 toward his mission
trip. He will be heading to Cuba,
March 24-April 2.
Elder Denise Hoyt was able to be our
guest speaker on March 19th, and is
planning to join us to
speak again on June
19th. She shared
with the
congregation about
her work with
“Invite People to
Christ” as the field representative.
Our Young Adults have been talking,
talking, talking to their friends and coworkers. They have formed two prayer
groups and are thinking about a home

study group.
Membership
and interest
continues to
grow. Some
are
considering being baptized. While
most of the group resides in the DoverNew Philadelphia area, they have folks
coming and being a part of the group
from a fifty mile radius. They have 67
people following them; that is double
New Philadelphia’s active church
membership for Sunday worship.
Priest Bill Hibbs has been called to the
office of Elder, he will be ordained May
28th by Elders Patty Spears and Jim
Watson. Priest Dale Gowins who had
been previously called to the office of
Elder will be ordained May 14th by
Elders Jim Watson and Rose Lomax.
The Woman’s study group has revised
their name to “Jesus and the Sunshine

Temple school Certification
procedure

As of January 1, 2017 the following procedures
were put in place for reporting and recording
Temple School classes.
Please use the following process:
1. At the completion of an approved Temple
School course, the instructor sends the
course information and list of students to
the mission center office, 9017 Chillicothe
Rd, Kirtland, OH 44094.
2. Mission center will prepare and send
certificates to Pastor.
3. Mission center will send the course
information and student list to
Membership Records for Shelby recording.

Girls +2”. They
have gone co-ed.
Currently they
have attracted
the attention of
the surrounding
neighbors, who
have been inquiring about joining the
class.
Check out Facebook (Bob Lomax) for
a list of speakers and their respective
sermon messages each
week. We also have a
list of announcements,
events and activities.
Also check on the
online series entitled, “Have You Been
Baptized in Lemon Juice?” Focus will
be on Healing: church congregations,
work place, family and self. Postings
will be Thursday.

“Oneness and equality in
Christ do not mean
uniformity. They mean Unity
in Diversity and relating in
Christ-like love to the
circumstances of others as if
they were one’s own. They
also mean full opportunity
for people to experience
human worth and related
rights, including expressing
God-given giftedness in the
church and society.”
Doctrine and Covenants 165:3e

T HE B EACON

P AGE 7

News from Mon Valley
By Kathy Ross

On Saturday, May 6th, High Priest Susan Naylor taught an all day class
on The Ministry of the Priest at the Youth Hills Community of Christ.
4 people were in attendance. Class members really enjoyed the class
and thought the new materials were outstanding.
The class was excellent and she ended with a
communion service.
Mon Valley congregation was blessed by the ministry of
High Priest Susan Naylor on May 7th.

Joel Ross and Mickey Tirpak were celebrated during a
Young Peacemaker’s Club for having their 60th
birthday in April!
News from Elyria
By Ruth Campbell

Two Sunday school classes have been added this year. One for preschool age and the
other for teens. “Teen church” meets the first Sunday of the month and allows for
participation in the communion service. Congratulations to Katherine Spilsbury
who received 2nd place in the Behavioral Science category. She also received special
recognition from the Cleveland Regional Council of Science. Her project was
entitled: Need for Parental Permission to Participate in Research: Minors vs Adults.
Elyria was host for a Relay for Life event in May. Eleven vendors had tables with various
products to support Breast Cancer Research thru the American Cancer Society.
Congratulations to Dwight and Lois Beckett celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary.
A pot luck was held following a visit from Denise Hoyt who shared in the Sunday school hour available
resources. She also delivered the morning message. We were happy to have both Ron and Denise share
with us.
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Baptisms &
Confirmations:
Carla Marie Orlowski is a
new member of the
Fayette City congregation
she was baptized
February 26, 2017 by
Priest Megan Mines and
confirmed March 5, 2017
by Elder William Mines &
Elder Karen Mines.

Elizabeth Jean Hoyt is a
new member of the
Kirtland congregation she
was baptized July 3, 2016
by Elder Denise Hoyt and
confirmed April 30, 2017
by Elder Denise Hoyt &
Elder Emily Smith.

Deaths:
Steven K. Beahen Sr.—
Niagara Falls

Temple school
Greenwood congregation is
planning to hold the
Temple School course
MP304 Ministry of the
Priest on July 15th all day
8-6, or possibly need to add
on a bit on Friday or
Sunday to get
10 hours. Hard
copy books are
$29.95, PDF
$12.95.
Please contact Becky
Cummings if you are
planning to attend.
585-519-3894.

GOFUNDMISSION
Support Christ's
Mission Through
GoFundMission.org
If you haven’t taken
some time to look at
this new site take a
few minutes to check
it out at:
www.GoFundMission.
org.
It is a site for
members and friends
to help with
community-funding.
You give directly to a
mission project. Each
project has 30 days to
reach it’s funding
goal. It is all or
nothing, a minimum
goal must be reached
or the project isn’t
funded. 100% of your
donation goes to the
project you choose to
support. You will
know the impact of
your generosity with
real time results.

Hymn society
conference

Hymn Society Conference
at Conrad Grebel
University:
The dates
are July
16
through
20. There
will be hymn festivals open
to the public (and free) at
the following dates/times:
Sunday night 7/16, 7:30 at
St. Matthews Lutheran
church, Kitchener
Monday night 7/17, 7:30
at St. Andrews Presbyterian
church, Kitchener
Tuesday night 7/18, 7:30
at First United church,
Waterloo
Wednesday night 7/19,
7:30 at St. Johns Lutheran
church, Waterloo
Thursday morning 7/20,
10:30 at Theatre of the
Arts
It would be wonderful to
have local church people
join us for these marvelous
singing experiences. If
there are those that might
be interested in registering
for the full conference,
here is the link: http://
www.thehymnsociety.org/
2017-waterloo
This will be Jan Kraybill’s
first conference as the
Executive Director.
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Fax: 440-256-5533
Email: eglmcsandy@roadrunner.com
Akron/Barberton
Buffalo Clarence
Elyria
Erie
Fayette City
Greenwood
Kirtland
Meadville
Mon Valley
New Hamburg
New Philadelphia
Niagara Falls
Pittsburgh Beechview
Pittsburgh North Hills
Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park
Sharon

WE’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.EGLMC.ORG

UPCOMING EVENTS
July
1-7

EGLMC Reunion/Family Camp

4

Independence Day

10

Emma Smith Hymn Festival, Kirtland Temple

22-29

Spectacular, Graceland University, Lamoni, IA

August
18-22

MEADS, Independence, MO

September
3

World Hunger Emphasis

4

Labor Day

16

Fall Festival at Temple Grove

17

Heritage Day

