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Christmas - A Time to Give
By John Spilsbury
Is it trite to say that Christmas is
a time for giving? As I write this
article I’m concerned that I am
turning into Captain Obvious
from the Hotels.com
commercials on TV. Indeed,
Christmas is a time of giving.
We celebrate the ultimate gift,
God’s gift of Jesus Christ to a
world in need, then and now.
When I was a child, I embraced
this concept of giving, and was
more than happy to do my part
to further the concept, as a
recipient. Sure, I enjoyed
singing Christmas carols and
setting up the manger scene. I
especially enjoyed Charlie
Brown’s Christmas (and still do!),
and that pivotal moment when
the gang is
rehearsing
the
Christmas
show, and a
frustrated
and
disillusioned
Charlie asks
if anybody
can tell him
what
Christmas is all about, and Linus
takes center stage with his
blanket in hand, asks for the
lights, and recites from the
second chapter of Luke. It is still
wonderful no matter how many

times I watch it.
But I have to admit that during
my younger years my thoughts
of Christmas primarily focused
upon Santa and the rest of the
bounty that appeared at the
base of my family’s Christmas
tree every 25th day of
December. I suppose that isn’t
too unusual. The National Retail
Federation estimates that
holiday retail sales in the US in
November and December –
excluding automobiles,
gasoline and restaurants – will
increase between 3.6 and 4
percent for a total of $678.75
billion to $682 billion, up from
$655.8 billion last year. That’s a
lot of money spent on gifts, and
no doubt a lot of money spent
on advertising designed to
convince us consumers to want
more and more things, and to
buy more and more things. I
know this spending is good for
the economy and keeps people
employed, but can it pull us from
focusing on God’s gift of Jesus,
and our response to this gift?
I’m going to share a short and
true story. It’s not a Christmas
story, but it is a story about
giving so it seems appropriate.
The greater Pittsburgh area
awoke on July 20 of this year to
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Wishing you the
gift of faith, the
blessing of hope
and the peace of
His love at
Christmas and
always.
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Christmas season of giftgiving and celebrating God’s
gift of Jesus to all, the image
reminds and encourages me
to give in the name of Christ
what gifts I can to those
around me.

The second reason is to
remind me to be generous in
all circumstances. Mariani
learn that an act of vandalism and Richards didn’t vandalize
the statue. They didn’t cause
had occurred at Carlow
University in the Oakland part the problem. They were not
at fault. They were not to
of town. A statue of Jesus
that has stood for more than a blame. Yet, they took
responsibility when they saw
hundred years at the corner
“brokenness” and expended
of Robinson Street and Fifth
Avenue had its hands broken their time and resources to
meet a need. How willing am
off. Those responsible for
I when I see brokenness to
the vandalism still remain
take responsibility and expend
unknown.
my time, energy, and
Good news--last month the
resources to address a
masonry restoration
problem regardless of whether
company, Mariani and
or not I personally am to
Richards, repaired the statue blame? Am I more interested
at no charge to the university. in assessing fault than on
Jesus got his hands back.
alleviating a problem? God
One of the founders of the
help me.
company, a Josephine
Finally, as I consider this
Corrado Mariani, was a
season of giving, expressions
member of the class of 1938
of gratitude are in order. On
at Carlow. Her daughter, a
behalf of the mission center
current co-owner of the
company, restored the statue presidency team, I’d like to
express our deep appreciation
in memory of her mother.
to all the congregations in the
I’m happy for Carlow that the mission center. You all give
statue was restored, though I of your time, talents, and
have to say I sort of wish they resources to be the body of
would have left it handless. I Christ in the communities
have the picture of the
where you reside. You do this
handless Jesus you see
as individuals and collectively
above posted on my bulletin
as congregations.
board in my office. I display it
A big “Thank You” to Denise
where I am sure to see it for
two reasons. First, to remind Hoyt, our Mission Center
me that I can be the hands of Invitation Support Minister, to
Sandy Davis, our
Jesus to those in need.
Administrative Assistant/
Especially during the

Communications Coordinator,
to current and 2018 members
of the Youth Commission and
Temple Grove Board, to Dave
Ryhal, Temple Grove
Campground Manager and the
TG staff, and to all those who
have served at youth retreats
and camps, SPEC, women’s
retreat, and reunion.
A special shout-out to the
Kirtland congregation’s
willingness to serve as host
during the pastors/leaders
retreat, and to those
individuals and congregations,
in particular Fayette City,
Barberton, Greenwood, and
Mon Valley at the time of this
writing, who have so
generously supported our
World Church in its time of
need.
Finally, we thank Apostle Lach
Mackay, Field Support Minister
and MCFO Dena DeVormer,
and President, Sixth Quorum
of Seventy John Wight, for
their invaluable assistance
throughout the year.
May God bless all of us as we
follow Christ and serve in His
name.
Merry Christmas!

T HE B EACON

P AGE 3

Greetings from new hamburg
By Brenda Connely
Fall has been busy at New Hamburg and December is almost upon us. 2017 has seen many health challenges for our members and
numerous changes for our congregation; nevertheless, through it all we have depended on the Lord and supported each other. I
am so grateful for the way everyone in the congregation has stepped up during this transition time with my husband Allen taking a
new job in New York and me currently being part- time in two places. Chantelle & Randy Beilstein, Katie Greig and Lauren
Holmes joined Jean Schultz and me on the Pastoral Team while Lisa Holmes replaced Allen as CFO and Brenda Becker is our MC
Liaison.
We are now in our 6th school year participating in Blessings in a Backpack for our local Reynolds Elementary. This year our team
packs 110 bags of food for children in need every 4th Tuesday at the Community Food Warehouse in Sharon along with our
partner church, Fredonia Presbyterian.
In November we kicked-off our 17th Annual Christmas Play/Program with a Pizza Lunch & Bowling Party at 10 Pin Alley. 17
children & adults enjoyed eating yummy pizza and rocking the bowling pins. Lisa Holmes and Crystal Shetter took over for me
this year as Program directors for the annual Christmas program assisted by Chantelle and Randy Beilstein who also coordinate the
luncheon after the program. It is always such a joy to see the talents and enthusiasm of our children/youth as they share the true
message of Christmas – the real reason for the season. This year’s program is Sunday, Dec. 17th beginning at 10:30 am at the New
Hamburg church.

We were also thrilled to have High Priest John Spilsbury, from the
Mission Center Presidency, as our Guest Minister Sunday, Nov. 19th.
We had a wonderful turnout to hear John share a truly inspiring
message with us.
Afterwards we all enjoyed a delicious Potluck and Chantelle and Randy
Beilstein had a family activity with 8 carnival games that everyone could
play and even receive prizes!
As the holiday season approaches
New Hamburg wishes all of our
Brothers and Sisters in the Mission Center
A Merry Christmas &
Blessed New Year!

T HE B EACON

P AGE 4

News from Fayette city
By bill mines

We are coming to the end of 2017 at Fayette City Community of Christ. What a wonderful year of
working together to serve the Lord. We continue with our Community Luncheons 1st Tuesday of
the month, Saturday meals to those unable to get out, serving with the Food Pantry, and having our
Giving Tree with items each month for Food Pantry.
This year we had three Baptisms, one in March, Carla Orlowski was Baptized by Priest Megan Mines
and Confirmed by Elder William Mines and Elder Karen Mines. We celebrated
after with a covered dish with family and friends.
In July we had two Baptisms, Oliver
Herczeg was Baptized by Elder William
Mines and Tim Gribble was Baptized by Elder
Thomas Hamer. Oliver and Tim were both
Confirmed by Elder William Mines and Elder
Thomas Hamer. How exciting for our
Congregation. We had another covered dish
dinner to Celebrate.

Megan Mines &
Carla Orlowski
Albert, Oliver & Apryle Herczeg

Tim Gribble & Oliver Herczeg

On August 18th, 19th, and 20th we
celebrated our 120th Anniversary of our Congregation. Our guest
minister was Apostle Janne Grover. Many from the past as well as
other congregations wrote letters or came to share with us. We are
thankful for all we share with each other in every gathering. We
News from Elyria
By Ruth Campbell

Wedding bells continue to ring. Congratulations to David and Cara (Melcher) Beckett.
David is the son of Brad and Sue Beckett and grandson of Dwight and Lois Beckett.
They were married in September. Best wishes are also in store for John and Colleen
Horrocks. Married in July, John is the son of John and Kim and Brenda Horrocks.
Grandparents were the former John and Jeanne Horrocks.
Our annual Thanksgiving pot luck was held November 11th. Many thanks to
the Lint family who again spent all day cooking the turkey at church. Member
brought all the side dishes. Fun games for all followed the dinner.
The congregation continues to support the neighborhood middle school. In September school supplies were collected and delivered. Currently the Elyria family is
buying clothing items for students based on needs identified by the school.
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News from New Philadelphia
By Bob Lomax

We have had some wonderful guest
ministry, in September we had Mission
Center
Presidental team
member and High
Priest John
Spilsbury and
then in October
Evangelist Jose
Feliciano shared
with us. Both shared a wonderful
ministry with the congregation.
We are excited to welcome a new
member Mark Troyer he was confirmed
in September. Alan Bosler was ordained
to the office of Elder in October. So
many blessings to share.
Many Blessings, Peace
and Good Wishes
from the New
Philadelphia
congregation to yours!

Support Community
of Christ through
AmazonSmile
As many of you prepare to purchase gifts for the holidays,
please remember that Community of Christ is registered as a
charitable organization through
AmazonSmile.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the
price of your eligible purchases to
Community of Christ whenever
you shop on AmazonSmile. If you
are an Amazon shopper, please
consider making Community of
Christ the recipient of a portion of
your eligible sales. If you search
for us, please search "Community
of Christ Independence" in order
have us show up on the first page
of results.

Upcoming Events
at the Kirtland Temple
December 17 Kirtland Temple
Hymn sing, doors open at 7:00
pm, service begins at 7:30 pm.
December 24 Christmas Eve
Service in the Kirtland Temple,
doors open at 5:30 pm, service
begins at 6:00 pm.
If you have any questions
please contact the Kirtland
Temple Visitor’s Center .

News from Akron Barberton Congregation
By Ruthellen Moore

Akron Barberton Congregation continues to work with local food pantry, BARBERTON AREAA
COMMUNITY MINISTRIES. “BACM” CELEBRATED 20 years of community outreach with nutritional
support for families in need. This year over 15,000 times families visited the pantry equaling 136,620 meals.
3400 food packages were distributed to the students at Barberton Head Start during the school year. 600 food
vouchers were given to our clients to purchase fresh produce from the Anna Dean Farmers Market.
Barberton supports the ministry with congregation members serving on the board of trustees,
supporting the annual fundraiser, has a annual amount gifted to the pantry as a line item in our
budget; “abolish poverty and end suffering”. Members bring non-perishable food items every week
just as they bring their offering envelope. Food gets piled high.
Ruthellen Moore, a BACM Board Member worked with the BACM Executive Director Margaret Palisin to
write a Tangible Love Grant through World Church to be able to continue and increase the backpack program
and the voucher program. Included in that grant is a nutrition education program geared specifically toward
teaching participants how to make better food choices with their means, and prepare healthier meals. The
program will work in collaboration with the Salvation Army and the program itself is administered through the
Ohio State University Extension. The class will be held three times in 2018 and are planning for 60 graduating.
BACM will also help with bus tickets and transportation support and graduation incentives like cookware and
needed items to prepare meals at home.
We just received word that the grant from world church has been approved.
Abolish poverty and end suffering - Congregations in mission
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Women’s Retreat 2017
By Ruth Campbell
DON’T BLOCK YOUR BLESSINGS
was the theme of the 2017 Women’s
Retreat. Over
60 women
attended this
popular
annual event.
Ruth Ellen
Moore and
Nancy Cervi
were cospeakers for
the week-end directed by Jill Smith.
The 3 days were filled with many
activities The 75 degree weather
allowed for walks on the grounds and
around the lake but an outside
campfire was a special treat. Nancy
Cervi led us in new and old songs
complete with skits and jokes. The fun
was followed by s’mores and roasted
hot dogs under a beautiful moonlit
night.

After registration, co-ordinated by
Katie Hoyt, Friday night was filled
with snacks and
games led by
Carolyn Smith.
We returned to
our rooms to find
a goodie bag
filled with gifts
and challenges
with emphasis of
identifying
blocks. Ruthie
Campbell started
Sat morning with a worship service.
Ruth Ellen led us in several creative
spiritual formation exercises and asked
us to consider “Are we a human being
in a spiritual experience or are you a
spiritual being in a human experience?”
Chantelle Beilstein and Sam Bassett
provided a beautiful setting for us to

worship. Chantelle also helped us
make
paper
pumpkins
while Kay
Patterson
led us in a
painting
class
where we
re-created
a picture
of Temple Grove. We are sure the
Metropolitan Museum of Art is calling
for an art show!
A unique communion service led by
Nancy and Ruth Ellen sent us home
with the comfort of good food, good
company and a good spirit. Many,
many thanks to director Jill Smith and
others who worked behind the scenes
for such a successful retreat.

Greetings from Pittsburgh South Hills – Bethel Park Congregation

by Debbie Clark
Summer has ended, but the fond memories are still with us. Our summer activities included The Bethel Park Nature Club Day
Camp, which had almost #150 children in attendance. The children enthusiastically greeted our presenters, which included That
Guy with the Birds, Mad Science, Party Snakes, and Carnegie Museum of Natural History. In addition, let us not forget the Pet Fair Day!
We enjoyed interacting with everything that God has made, from stuffed animals, pet rocks, hermit crabs to horses.

Job 12:7-10 7 “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you; 8 or speak to the earth,
and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you.9 Which of all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done
this? 10 In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.
Continued next page (7)
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November 9, 2017 brought the final spaghetti Dinner for a Dollar for the year, and it ended with a bang! That night we served
over #200 people dinner in two hours. Whew! This monthly dinner is our way of helping to feed our community a warm meal,
while permitting those less fortunate to retain their sense of dignity. There is not a fee for the dinner, but we humbly accept a
donation of $1 per person.
As the people enter the door for the dinner, we take prayer requests from anyone that wishes to write down their prayer needs.
At times, people will talk with whoever is greeting people and these talks are sometimes quite serious, and sometimes quite sad.
However...there are times the dinner patrons have come up and said “Hey, thanks for praying for me. My prayer was answered!”
Doesn’t that just make you think to yourself “God is Good!”
During the ten months of 2017 that we served the spaghetti dinner, we fed almost #1600 people! In September 2017, who can
forget all the hurricane and tropical storm damage that ravaged so many locations? Our congregation donated all the proceeds
from that month’s dinner towards the relief efforts in the amount of $403. How humbling it is to see those in need, giving extra
to help others.

Galatians 6:2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Our congregation is currently revving up
to do another community outreach project which is our 23rd Annual Drive-thru Live Nativity and will be held on December 9,
2017. There is a great deal of work to present this to our neighbors, but it is so rewarding! Many hands do the preliminary work
that includes ironing, costume and scene repairs and building, filling luminaria jugs, and many more behind the scene jobs. We
invite everyone through various media outlets to re-live the Christmas story from the comfort of their car as they drive through a
luminaria-lit road, and enjoy eight scenes that bring the journey to Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus to life.

Luke 2:11 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.
From all of us at the Bethel Park Congregation, we wish you holidays full of joy, hope, love,
and peace.
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Tentative Eastern Great Lakes Mission Center 2018 Calendar
Mission Center Office Hours
Tuesday 9am-4pm; Wednesday 9am-3pm;Thursday 9am-4pm
Web site: eglmc.org
January

January 7
January 14
January 15

New Year’s Day
Epiphany
Racial Justice Day
MLK Day

February 11
February 14
February 18
February 19

February
Youth Ministries Day
Ash Wednesday
First Sunday in Lent
Presidents Day

January 1

March
March 4
World Hunger Emphasis Day
March 11
Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 16-18 Jr. & Jr. High Spring Retreat
at Temple Grove
March 23-25 Sr. High Spring Retreat
at Temple Grove
March 25
Palm/Passion Sunday
March 29
Maundy Thursday
March 30
Good Friday

April 21
April 16-20

April
Easter
Anniversary Church 1860
Organization & Reorganization
Call in Day for Reunion Housing
MEADS (Independence)

May 13
May 18-20
May 20
May 28

May
Mother’s Day
Temple Grove Work Weekend
Pentecost/Endowment Day
Memorial Day

April 1
April 6

June
June 17
Father’s Day
June 24-30
EGLMC Youth Summer Camp
at Temple Grove
June 30-July 6 EGLMC Family Camp

July
June 30-July 6 EGLMC Family Camp
July 4
Independence Day
July TBA
Emma Smith Hymn Fest
Kirtland Temple
July 19-20
International Youth Forum
(Independence, MO)
July 21-28
Spectacular, Graceland University
(Lamoni, IA)
August
September
September 2 World Hunger Emphasis Day
September 3 Labor Day
September 15 Fall Festival
September 16 Heritage Day
September 17-21 MEADS (Independence)
TBA

Mission Center Fall Conference

October
October 5-7 Women’s Retreat at Temple Grove
October 21 Children’s Sabbath
November
November 2-4 Junior & Junior High Fall Retreat
at Temple Grove
November 4 Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 9-11 Senior High Fall Retreat
at Temple Grove
November 20 Kirtland Community Thanksgiving
Service Kirtland Temple
November 22-23 Thanksgiving MC Office Closed
December
December 2 First Sunday of Advent
December TBA Kirtland Temple Hymn Festival &
Christmas Eve Service in the
Kirtland Temple
December 24-1/1 MC Office Closed for Christmas
and New Years
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BLESSINGS:
Emilia Vaughn Barchiesi
infant daughter of Taylor
& Aubrey Barchiesi was
blessed at the Mon Valley
congregation October 22,
2017 by Elder Carl
Hughes and Elder Nancy
Holliday.

BAPTISMS &
CONFIRMATIONS:
Peterallen Hirschoff is a
new member of the
North Hills congregation
he was baptized August
27, 2017 by Elder Michael
Bates and confirmed
October 1, 2017 by Elder
Donald Herrick and
Elder Michael Bates.

Suzette Hirschoff is a
new member of the
North Hills congregation
she was baptized August
27, 2017 by Elder Michael
Bates and confirmed
October 1, 2017 by Elder
Michael Bates and Elder
Calvin Kinney, Sr.
Hazel Hirschoff is a new
member of the North
Hills congregation she
was baptized August 27,
2017 by Elder Donald
Herrick and confirmed
October 1, 2017 by Elder
Donald Herrick and
Elder Randal Perkins.
Seleste Hirschoff is a new
member of the North
Hills congregation she
was baptized August 27,
2017 by Priest William
Henry and confirmed
October 1, 2017 by Elder
Donald Herrick and
Elder Michael Bates.

Elena Hirschoff is a
new member of the
North Hills
congregation she was
baptized September 17,
2017 by Elder Donald
Herrick and confirmed
October 1, 2017 by
Elder Donald Herrick
and Elder Randal
Perkins.
Mark Daniel Troyer is
a new member of the
New Philadelphia
congregation he was
baptized August 26,
2017 by Elder Robert
Lomax and confirmed
September 24,2017 by
Elder Robert Lomax
and Elder Patricia
Spears.

From New Philadelphia:
Miranda Adair Immel
married Herbert Alan
Kurtz, July 4, 2017
ORDINATIONS:
Alan Howard Bosler
from New Philadelphia
congregation was
ordained to the office of
Elder, October 1, 2017,
by Elder Robert Lomax
and Elder Rose Lomax.
Robert Hilton Heverling
from Buffalo-Clarence
congregation was
ordained to the office of
Seventy, October 1, 2017,
by Seventy John Wight
and Apostle Lachlan
Mackay.

MARRIAGES:
From Elyria:
Holly Irsak married
Matthew McFadden,
July 7, 2017

DEATHS:
Hazel Lillian
Bendfeldt—Kirtland
Joyce Geraldine BryantGreenwood
Martha “Marty” L.
Carlisle—New
Philadelphia
June Louise Fisher—
Kirtland
Raymond Theodore
Patterson—New
Philadelphia
Robert Dale Smith—
New Philadelphia
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Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park
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WE’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.EGLMC.ORG
UPCOMING EVENTS
JANUARY
1
7
14
15

New Year’s Day
Epiphany
Racial Justice Day
MLK Day

FEBRUARY
11
Youth Ministries Day
14
Ash Wednesday
18
First Sunday in Lent
19
Presidents Day
MARCH
4
11
16-18
23-25
25
29
30

World Hunger Emphasis Day
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Jr. & Jr. High Spring Retreat at Temple Grove
Sr. High Spring Retreat at Temple Grove
Palm/Passion Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

