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T HE B EACON
S EPTEMBER 2018
See the Beauty Now
By Jim HUffman
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RETREAT CHANGES

One of my favorite aunts lived in
Phoenix for many years. (She had also lived
in Dallas when John F. Kennedy was shot,
but that is another story.) One October she
flew into western New York to visit us, and
of course she wanted to see Niagara Falls.
When we took her there on a beautiful
autumn day, she looked at the falls for a
while and then lifted up her eyes unto the
hills surrounding
the Niagara River.
I suddenly noticed
her attention and
asked her why she
was not looking at
the falls. The
deciduous trees had turned orange and red
and yellow among the evergreens, and she
said, “I have never seen anything so
beautiful in my life.” She had never been
anywhere in the fall where the trees really
changed colors.
It reminded me of a woman who
sat beside me on an airplane flying to
Pittsburgh from Las Vegas. She had never
been east either, and asked what the first
thing she would notice might be when we
flew over Pennsylvania. I probably should
have said “Penn’s Woods,” which is what
Pennsylvania means. But having just
enjoyed the beautiful mountains and sands
of the American West, I said, “It’s green.”
Sure enough, when we began our descent
into Pittsburgh, she looked out the airplane
window and marveled at how beautiful and
green the landscape was. Water is good.
On the other hand, when I was
commuting from Buffalo to Fredonia for
over twenty years, there was a woman in

our car pool who always fretted when
autumn came. We would point out the
trees starting to turn colors, and exclaim
about how beautiful they were, and she
would just complain. She could never enjoy
the fall because she knew what was coming.
Well, some of it came pretty
strongly in early March this year. Grand
Island had six to eight inches of very heavy
wet snow. Nina Warriner’s farm near Bath
got fifteen inches, which took out the
power lines for about three days. Without
heat or hot water or even running water,
Nina learned how important to our daily
lives electricity is, and no doubt had
trouble concentrating on the beauty around
her. Yet she posted some nice pictures of
the road into town for a warm meal,
showing that even during hardship we can
be aware of and enjoy our world.
Every Groundhog Day we worry
about whether we will
have six more weeks of
winter or not. (We
always do, whatever the
weather and the
prediction.) We
anticipate the budding of
the trees and the crocuses coming up
through the snow and yellow daffodils or
the Japanese cherry trees in Washington,
D.C. Of course, as T. S. Eliot wrote,
“April is the cruelest month” when it teases
us with warmth and then freezes us out.
But I know some people who have trouble
enjoying spring even when it arrives on
schedule. They dread the hot, “dog days” of
summer.
Continued on page 2
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(Continued from page 11)
Recently some of us were
enjoying our great grandson, Nathan,
who is growing up and becoming very
verbal, and who is incredibly cute. Yet
we also
remembered
fondly the days
when he was an
adorable baby
who would lie
in your arms for hours instead of
jumping up to play. He both is and was
a wonderful child to experience.
Perhaps we need to see the beauty in
people every day just as we notice the
weather and the landscape.
I don’t know about your
particular area, but western New York
has some of the most beautiful weather
in the country. No one has more
temperate summers (it has never hit a
hundred degrees in Buffalo in weather
history), and though our springs and
falls may often be late, they are
gorgeous. So is our winter. I am
probably one of the few people who was
unhappy to be out of the country in
January of 1977 when the blizzard hit.
That had to be a once in a lifetime
experience. But you know what? Every
day is a once in a lifetime experience.
Enjoy it now.

Mission center fall
conference
Will be held Saturday, September 22nd
at the Kirtland, OH Congregation. The
day will begin at 9:30 with Gathering &
Fellowship and will include:

 "The Connected Congregation:
Social Media, Web and
Technology in the Missional
Church" - a learning and
Implementation opportunity
(Plan to have at least one member of
your congregation bring a computer.)

 "The Relationship Between Mission
Centers and Congregations"

 Lunch (provided)
 Annual Business Meeting - with
consideration of the Mission
Center budget and election of
World Conference Delegates.
Apostle Lachlan Mackay and Field
Support Minister Dena DeVormer will be
participating.

EASTERN GREAT LAKES
MISSION CENTER
FALL CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 22, 2018
KIRTLAND, OHIO

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
WE are excited to announce that
our first Young Adult retreat aimed
at ages 18-25 will be at Temple
Grove, November 9-11! Come
RECONNECT with your best friends
and bring some of your newest best
friends too!
More info to
come, but
for now
Save the
Date and
spread the
word!

REMEMBER
RECLAIM
EMBODY
SHARE

Youth Camp and
Retreat Changes
Because of limited numbers of
youth, limited staff
availability, and in the best of
intentions to be fiscally
responsible it has been our
recommendation to pilot a
split of our three youth group
age brackets into two. There
is a large number of Jr. high
age campers who move up to
Sr. High this fall so our
transition seems like perfect
timing.
The age groups would be
grades 3-6 and 7-12. We
would like to start this for
our upcoming fall retreats The
youth retreats would be
November 2-4. It’s not our
first choice but hopefully
when numbers increase we can
go back to the 3 groups.
Thanks to all the youth who
have participated in our camps
and retreats and especially to
all the adults who make it
possible! Prayers for an easy
transition to this change as
well as prayers to all our
youth for a safe and
successful school year ahead!

T HE B EACON
Fall festival
Saturday, September
15, 2018 from 9am4pm
For more information
regarding: Craft show
& Basket Raffle call
Denise Hoyt at (607) 661-8720 or email
dehoyt890@yahoo.com, Car & Truck
show call Steve Shetler at (216) 832-7312
or email sts66@sbcglobal.net, Bake Sale
call/text Susan Moorehead (814) 8604849 or email susmoo1208@gmail.com.
As in the past, we are in need of Baked
Goods to help support the Bake Sale, a
Basket from each congregation that is
willing to donate for the Basket Raffle, &
lots of Volunteers to help during Fall
Festival. All profit from the Fall
Festival goes to Temple Grove. If you
have any other questions, please contact
Steve. Hope to see YOU there!
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ALL ARE INVITED FOR A
FINAL SERVICE

World conference
delegates
Please consider serving as a delegate to
the 2019 World Conference which will
convene on Saturday, April 6th, 2019
and will run for a week.
This is an incredible experience, as you
will have the opportunity to meet and
interact with church members from
around the world, experience vibrant
worship in multiple languages, and
contribute your insights and perspectives
to the ongoing work of the church.
The Eastern Great Lakes Mission Center
will be electing 36 delegates and 36
alternates at our Fall Mission Center
Conference. We currently only have 12
people registered to be considered for a
delegate. If you want to be considered to
represent the EGLMC at World
Conference please contact Sandy Davis at
sdavis@eglmc.org or call at
440-256-1441.

PLEASE RSVP by Sept 5th If you
are coming to Elyria's final worship
service/luncheon on Sept 16th
Dear Sisters and Brothers:
Please RSVP by Sept 5th if you
are planning to attend the Elyria
congregation's final worship service
and luncheon set for Sunday Sept
16th. The worship service will be
from 11:00-noon, to be immediately
followed by the luncheon. All are
invited. Help us celebrate the life of
the Elyria Congregation!!
You may RSVP by emailing Jim
Spilsbury (jcspils@yahoo.com) or by
calling Sharon Lint (216-409-0480)
or calling Ruth Campbell (440-7144451).
Sincerely,
Jim
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New Sacrament Videos
Available Online

P EOPLE N EWS
Dianne Bertha Lynn Miller is a
new member of the AkronBarberton congregation. She was
baptized May 5, 2018 by Elder
Carolyn DeHart and confirmed
May 20, 2018 by Elder Carolyn
DeHart and Elder Cindy Davis.
Baptisms &
Confirmations:
Willow Dianna Beilstein is a new
member of the New Hamburg
congregation. She was baptized
July 15, 2018 by Elder Janet
Miles and confirmed July 15,
2018 by Elder Brenda Connely
and Elder Janet Miles.
Neveah Marie Nichole Kessler is
a new member of the Akron/
Barberton congregation. She was
baptized July 5, 2018 by Priest
Janice Burns and confirmed
August 12, 2018 by High Priest
Donald Moore and Elder Kay
Patterson.

Marriages:
Kevin Glenn Bosler and Judith
Maxine Patton were married July
21, 2018, by Elder Alan Bosler in
New Philadelphia, Ohio.
Ordinations:
Nina Warriner was ordained to
the office of High Priest July 1,
2018 by Apostle Lachlan Mackay
& Evangelist Nancy Cervi.

P REPARATION M ATERIAL FOR
W ORLD C ONFERENCE
The First Presidency is
encouraging the church to
engage with the Breathe
New Life materials in
preparation for World
Conference. Books are
available from Herald House.
This material was also
recommended for reunions
and family camps this year.
There are lessons available
for children and youth as well as worship ideas and other
materials.

The simple beauty of Community of
Christ’s sacraments is featured in a
series of videos now available for
viewing on www.CofChrist.org.
The series was designed for training
priesthood members, but the brief,
inspirational videos will appeal to
anyone with an interest in the church.
We thank all involved in producing
these videos. They are available in
English, French, and Spanish.
The sacraments portrayed are baptism,
confirmation, The Lord’s Supper
(communion), marriage, blessing of
children, laying on of hands for the sick,
and ordination. The sacrament of
evangelist blessing has a series of five
videos that continue to be available
from the Order of Evangelists.
Community of Christ affirms God
sanctifies common elements of creation
— reflected in the sacraments — to
bless human life and to renew and form
the church to seek the peaceful
kingdom of God. The videos:









Baptism
Confirmation
The Lord’s Supper (Communion)
Ordination
Blessing of Children
Laying on of Hands for the Sick
Marriage
Evangelist Blessing video series
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Support Community
of Christ through
AMAZONSMILE

Upcoming at the
Kirtland Temple
October 26-28 Life in the
Spirit-Kirtland Spiritual
Formation Center
November 20 Kirtland
community Thanksgiving
Service in the Kirtland
Temple
December 16 Kirtland
Temple Christmas Hymn
Sing Doors open at 7:00pm,
Service begins at 7:30pm
December 24 Christmas Eve
Service in the Kirtland
Temple Doors open at
6:00pm, Service begins at
6:30pm

As we approach the
upcoming holidays just a
reminder that you can
support Community of Christ
through AMAZONSMILE. If
you are an Amazon shopper,
please consider making
Community of Christ the
recipient of a portion of your
eligible sales. Simply
click smile.amazon.com and
choose Community of Christ
to become the charitable
organization of your choice.
You can change it at anytime.
If you search for us, please
search "Community of Christ
Independence MO" in order
have us show up on the first
page of results.

NOMINEES SOUGHT FOR
WORLD CHURCH FINANCE
BOARD
Looking to share your financial skills
with the church or know someone else
who is? Submit
your name or their
name for
consideration as a
nominee to the
2019 World
Conference for the
World Church Finance Board. The 2019
World Conference will be electing 15
members to the board to serve a sixyear term from December 2019 through
November 2025.
The First Presidency is looking for people
from the worldwide church who are gifted in
accounting and finance. Nominees must be
fluent in either English, French or Spanish.
Please submit recommended nominee
names to FP@CofChrist.org along with a
500 character or less description of the
person’s qualifications by 1 September
2018. Nominations also may be made by
delegates at the 2019 World Conference.

Make a peace flag for world conference
At the 2019 World Conference, we will be commemorating the 25th anniversary of the dedication of the Temple in
Independence, Missouri. This important symbol serves as a reminder of our call to pursue peace, We are inviting the whole
church to celebrate by creating colorful peace flags that will be displayed around the Temple during World Conference.
This is a fantastic intergenerational activity for your friends, family, and congregation!
The flags will represent expressions of the Church Seal and include messages or prayers for peace. Individuals and groups of all
ages can create flags. Spend time focusing on peace in Sunday school classes; retreats; youth groups; and gatherings of priesthood,
pastor teams, mission center council members, mission center conferences, and congregations.
Supplies You Will Need






12x12-inch cotton or lightweight fabric squares in various colors
fabric markers and paint
washable ink pads
glue, yarn, cotton balls, and wiggle eyes
Church Seal stencil (page 20, Breathe New Life 2018 children’s activity guide)

Send your flags to us by 1 March 2019:
Community of Christ
c/o World Conference
1001 W. Walnut St.
Independence, MO 64050 USA
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News from Barberton
By Deborah Hood
The Barberton congregation has been doubly blessed within the past months, as we have celebrated the baptism and confirmation
of TWO members!
The weekend of May 4-6, the church enjoyed a mini retreat at Temple
Grove. The weather was still very much spring-like, but the Holy Spirit
warmed the lake water for the baptism of Dianne Miller on Saturday, May
5. Dianne received the sacrament from her dear friend, Elder Carolyn
DeHart, with assistance from Elder Kay Patterson, and witnessed by a dozen
or so of the church family. It was a tearful, joyful, wonderful blessing! Later,
on May 20, Dianne was confirmed by Elders Carolyn DeHart and Cindy
Davis. We are blessed to have Dianne join the family!

Our second baptism of 8-year-old Nevaeh Kessler was also
held at Temple Grove during EGLMC Family
Camp. Nevaeh, who has attended Barberton's Community
of Christ since birth, received the sacrament from Priest
Janice Burns on July 5. Nevaeh's parents, Dustin and
Kimberley Kessler, and her younger sister Emma, were
among those celebrating Nevaeh's special day. On August
12, Nevaeh was confirmed at the church by High Priest Don
Moore and Elder Kay Patterson. A lovely luncheon followed
the service, and Nevaeh enjoyed sharing her special day with
her family, her church family, and her special friend from
Temple Grove camps and retreats, Willow Beilstein!
The Barberton church is so blessed! The Spirit has us GROWING and GLOWING!

There are many issues that could easily consume
the time and energy of the church. However, the
challenge before a prophetic people is to discern
and pursue what matters most for the journey
ahead.
Doctrine & Covenants 163:11b
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Summer youth camps
By Melanie Ryhal
We had an excellent week at camp this year! Our theme was “#Love Your Selfie” and we learned about Gods love for us as well as
loving the person that God creates us to be. Some of our highlights included making homemade pizzas, making pallet frames,
painting a Temple Grove sunset, solving an Escape Room, and a canoe class. We enjoyed a fun and messy afternoon with a foam
machine! Lots of time was spent on the Temple Grove Airbands. This year they performed Beauty and the Beast, Tarzan, and Lion
King. You can check them out on our YouTube channel - here are the links. https://youtu.be/19d3DCdlX_k
https://youtu.be/YeeIvXI7x6E https://youtu.be/GBFmOjrmxGo
These youth truly are God’s Masterpiece!

Fun & messy
afternoon with a
foam machine.

Canoe Class

Painted a
Temple Grove Sunset

E ASTERN G REAT L AKES
M ISSION C ENTER
9017 Chillicothe Rd.
Kirtland, OH 44094
Phone: 440-256-1441
Fax: 440-256-5533
Email: eglmcsandy@roadrunner.com
Akron/Barberton
Buffalo Clarence
Elyria
Erie
Fayette City
Greenwood
Kirtland
Meadville
Mon Valley
New Hamburg
New Philadelphia
Niagara Falls
Pittsburgh Beechview
Pittsburgh North Hills
Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park
Sharon

WE’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.EGLMC.ORG

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER
5-7
EGLMC Women’s Retreat
21
Children’s Sabbath
26-28
Life in the Spirit-Kirtland Spiritual Formation Center
NOVEMBER
2-4
Fall Youth Retreat
4
Daylight Savings Time Ends
9-11
Young Adult Retreat
20
Kirtland community Thanksgiving Service in the Kirtland Temple
22-23
Thanksgiving MC Office Closed
DECEMBER
2
First Sunday of Advent
16
Kirtland Temple Christmas Hymn Sing
Doors open at 7:00pm, Service begins at 7:30pm
24
Christmas Eve Service in the Kirtland Temple
Doors open at 6:00pm, Service begins at 6:30pm
25
Merry Christmas
24-1/1
MC Office Closed for Christmas and New Years

