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Share the Gift of Invitation
This Holiday Season

There will be a plethora of available
activities to celebrate the season. Want
to pack gift or food boxes for the needy?
Want to walk up and down the snowy
street singing Christmas songs to your
neighbors? Want
to sit quietly in
the candlelight
and just be in
awe of the
blessings you
have received? Opportunities to do just
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PEACE AWARD

By Denise Hoyt
It’s an exciting time to belong to
Community of Christ! It’s an exciting
time to belong to Community! It’s an
exciting time to belong to CHRIST! As
you receive this issue of the Beacon, our
faith tradition will be joining with the
majority of
Christianity to
celebrate the
season of
Advent –
looking
forward to and preparing for the coming
of the Christ. We look forward to the
commemoration of Jesus’ first coming
as a baby in the Bethlehem manger as
well as the return of Christ in glory that
we have been promised. Worship areas
will have been carefully decorated and
services carefully planned. We put our
collective best feet forward in an
attempt to bring our very best gifts to
God and each other.

I NSIDE

that – and much, much more – abound
in our congregations and communities
this time of year. These events provide
a perfect opening to INVITE OTHERS
into the community!
What do you love about the activity you
will be attending? Chances are,
someone else
will love that
same thing. Or
something
different about
it. Or maybe
just the people
you end up
doing it with.
Our call to
INVITE
OTHERS TO CHRIST is a call to trust
and do. Maybe the person you invite
will have been on your heart for some
time. Maybe the person you invite will
cross your path unexpectedly. Maybe
they will say ‘no, thank you’. But,
MAYBE they will say ‘Yes’!
Sometimes I think we are more afraid of
the ‘Yes’ answer than the ‘No, thank
you’… does that strike a chord with
you? What if someone messes
something up in the service? What if
someone says or does something that
may make the new person
uncomfortable? What if…? What if…?
Continued on page 2
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Remember that our call is to invite
others to CHRIST, so make that the
center of your intention. TRUST
that the Holy Spirit is involved and is
giving you the chance to participate
in something wonderful. TRUST
that the plan does not depend on you
or anyone else being perfect.
TRUST that you don’t need to know
the outcome before you step out in
faith. May you be blessed this
Christmas Season as you reach out to
include others, and may it become a
habit that you take into the New
Year!

Church updates

E-LEARNING TEMPLE

Congregations and individuals are
encouraged to post announcements
about upcoming events, share good news
and prayer concerns on Church Updates
such as:
Special Worship Services
Temple School Classes
Other Training Sessions or Classes
Fellowship Activities
Fund-raising Dinners
Good News
And much more...
Be sure to include all important info
about the date, location, and time so
everyone who wants to participate can
do so! Thanks for sharing your plans!
Just a reminder if you are not receiving
the weekly emails you can enroll yourself
in the Church Updates program by going
to the following website and setting up
an account at https://
cofchristeglmc.churchupdates.org/
login/. You can also update your email
and add any other information that you
would like shared on your contact card.

SCHOOL CLASSES

2019 international peace award
2019 International Peace Award and
25th Anniversary Celebration of the
Independence Temple.
Community of Christ will celebrate the
25th anniversary of the dedication of its
Independence Temple in April, 2019. A
number of activities are planned in the
community with a highlight being the
presentation of the church’s
International Peace Award.
This year the award recipients are
Water.org and Independence’s own
Franciscan Mission Warehouse.
The International Peace Award includes
a financial gift as well as an original
sculpture which depicts two hands
holding a crystal globe of the Earth. To
learn more about the International
Peace Award and its previous recipients

go to - www.cofchrist.org/internationalpeace-award
You are invited to make a contribution
towards the cash award given in support
of the mission of these two
organizations. Contributions can be
made online at
www.gofundmission.org or by sending a
check payable to Community of Christ
to: John Wight, Community of Christ,
1001 W. Walnut St, Independence,
MO 64050.
If you have any questions please
contact John Wight at
jwight@cofchrist.org

Developmetrics, LLC! Has some
Upcoming Classes- Scheduled for
2019 (subject to change):
Registration begins Dec. 7:
 1/12-2/22: Ministry of the
Deacon (MP 302)
 1/12-3/28: Introduction
to
Priesthood (MP 300)
 1/12-2/22: Pastors In
Mission (new)
These elearning classes last 8weeks during which students
proceed together through
readings, videos, and quizzes.
Students may
access each
week's class 24hours a day, 6days a week
(minus one day
for grading)
providing flexibility in class
schedules.
To register:
• Visit the site
developmetrics.org and click
on the "USA Registration
Form."
• You can pay your $25
registration fee though our
online portal or via mailed
check.
• You will receive log-in
information via email.
• Students completing these
classes receive Temple School
credit.
Be looking for upcoming
classes on the website
developmetrics.org or by
emailing
idlloyd23@gmail.com .
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News from New Philadelphia
By Bob Lomax
It is hard to believe another year is
almost gone, but what a year it has
been!
Our young adult group has just grown
so much, looking back to the beginning
of the year we have added 46 new
members. The total outreach ministry
is now at 87, what a blessing to our
congregation to be able to share in their
excitement.

Study class has been busy also, we
looked at the 6 Days of Creation, took a
tour of the Garden of God, and played
host to the Prophet Enoch. Each
brought much insight and many
interesting discussions.

So as we head
into the advent
season, and a
new year with
new
beginnings, let
us count our
blessing. Let
us continue to
help those that
are in need, sick, or lonely. Let us
continue to reach out to others in our
community young and old. Let us share
and rejoice in the many blessings that we
receive every day. May the Lord bless
you and those around you as we move
forward to a new year!

A Simple Way to Support
As many of you prepare to
purchase gifts for the holidays,
please remember that Community
of Christ is registered as a
charitable organization through
AmazonSmile.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price
of your eligible purchases to
Community of Christ whenever you
shop on AmazonSmile. If you are an
Amazon shopper, please consider
making Community of Christ the
recipient of a portion of your eligible
sales. If you search for us, please
search "Community of Christ
Independence" in order have us show
up on the first page of results.

News from greenwood congregation
By Rebecca cummings
There are lots of changes going around at the Greenwood Congregation. This past year we looked into ways to
make the congregation more welcoming to others. We began by putting a play yard in the back of the sanctuary
with books and toys to encourage parents to stay in the sanctuary with their children and also give the children
quiet activities to enjoy. We looked into options for cushioning the pews and decided to sell the pews and get
interlocking chairs that are wonderfully more comfortable. (We were able to break even on the sale of pews
and the cost of chairs.) We also needed some new carpeting and were able to carpet the sanctuary, vestibule,
stairs, nursery, and pastor’s study to match the new chairs.
We recognized that we had very few numbers at children’s Sunday School so we discussed
stopping Sunday school and having just a gathering but once a month (on the second Sunday of
each month) we have “Messy Church.” We begin at 10:30 and have food available along with
about seven to eight activity stations and then have a 10 minute gathering to close and discuss.
For our first messy church we focused on “The Creation”, Genesis 1:1-31. Some of our activity
stations consisted of Primordial slime (recognizing that God created everything from nothing),
cocktails (mixing fruit juices together and talking about how vitamins are important for our
health), junk animals (creating animals out of weird materials and talking about how God made
creatures unique), paper chain people (discussing how everyone is different but we are all made in God’s image) and pipe cleaner
bugs (creating bugs from pipe cleaners and talking about how God made everyone from the smallest of insects to the largest of
animals).
We have had a number of ordinations; Nina Warriner and Karen Mullen to the office of High Priest, and Samantha
Bassett and Tim Mullen to the office of Priest. We lost Donna Dixon from a long time illness. Melissa and Jim
Reagh adopted Miles Reagh on February 14, 2018 and Blake Cummings was born to Jeremy and Rebecca
Cummings on October 31, 2018.
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2019 WORLD CONFERENCE WEBSITE
The 2019 World Conference will be held April 6-13 at the Community of Christ International Headquarters in
Independence, Missouri, USA. You can find information about the conference including an overview of the week,
draft schedule, resolutions that will be discussed, and preparation materials online at the World Conference
website. As planning and preparation continues, more information will be added. Learn more
at www.CofChrist.org/2019-world-conference and make plans to attend this worldwide event!
In preparation for World Conference 2019, the question becomes an invitation to pilgrimage—a journey of individual and
community discernment, discovery, and of becoming. Our pilgrim heritage guides our journey. It is an exciting faith
adventure, still unfolding. Whether we gather for World Conference in person or in spirit, all are invited to step across
the threshold of the now, to shed ourselves of personal agendas, and to journey anew into what can be.
—Janné Grover, “A Journey of Becoming,” May/June Herald
I NVITATION TO P REPARATION
There are several ways members and friends of the church around the world can prepare for World Conference, whether you are
able to attend in person or will join us via live webcast or social media.
Breathe New Life
Individual, Group, or Sunday School study
This 2018 adult text (available in English, French, and Spanish) is a guide for personal or group study and reflection. It centers on
the purposes of the Temple described in Doctrine and Covenants 156:5. God breathes new life into the church and the world as
disciples embody peace, reconciliation, healing, witness, wholeness, formation, and restoration.
Summoned to Pilgrimage
Individual, Group, or Sunday School study
Velma Ruch’s book, first released in 1994, explores the Temple as a focus of a pilgrim people. In addition, it is an excellent guide
for preparing to participate in World Conference, whether in person or online. The late author, a Distinguished Professor Emeritus
at Graceland University and an evangelist, glimpses the potential of a people entrusted by God with stewardship over the Temple
and its ministries. This book will be reprinted as a special edition for the 25th anniversary of the Temple dedication. Currently it’s
available as an e-book, and later this fall it will be available in print from www.HeraldHouse.org.
Peace Flags
Intergenerational Activity
As we commemorate the 25th anniversary of the dedication of the Temple in Independence, Missouri, we are inviting the whole
church to celebrate by creating colorful peace flags. The flags will represent expressions of the Church Seal and include
messages or prayers for peace. Individuals and groups of all ages can create flags. Spend time focusing on peace in Sunday
school classes; retreats; youth groups; and gatherings of priesthood, pastor teams, mission center council members, mission
center conferences, and congregations.
Supplies
 12x12-inch cotton or lightweight fabric squares in various colors
 fabric markers and paint
 washable ink pads
 glue, yarn, cotton balls, and wiggle eyes
Church Seal stencil (page 20, Breathe New Life 2018
children’s activity guide)
Send your flags to us by 1 March 2019:
C OMMUNITY OF C HRIST
C / O W ORLD C ONFERENCE
1001 W. W ALNUT S T .
I NDEPENDENCE , MO 64050 USA

T HE B EACON

P AGE 5

NEW SACRAMENT VIDEOS AVAILABLE ONLINE
The simple beauty of
Community of Christ’s
sacraments is featured in a
series of videos now
available for viewing on
www.CofChrist.org.

hands for the sick, ordination,
and evangelist blessing.
Because the evangelist
blessing is performed in
different ways, it was not
included with the videos.

The series was designed for
training priesthood members,
but the brief, inspirational videos
will appeal to anyone with an
interest in the church. We thank
all involved in producing these
videos. They are available in
English, French, and Spanish.

Community of Christ affirms
God sanctifies common
elements of creation —
reflected in the sacraments —
to bless human life and to
renew and form the church to
seek the peaceful kingdom of
God. The videos: Baptism,
Confirmation, The Lord’s
Supper (Communion),
Ordination, Blessing of
Children, Laying on of Hands
for the Sick and Marriage.

The sacraments portrayed are
baptism, confirmation, The Lord’s
Supper (communion), marriage,
blessing of children, laying on of

Upcoming at
The Kirtland Temple

Photo By
David Cool

December 16:
Kirtland Temple
Hymn Festival
doors open at
7:00 pm and
service begins at
7:30pm

December 24:
Christmas Eve Service doors
open at 6:00 pm and service
begins at 6:30 pm

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was
expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
8
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

Luke 2:1-14 NIV
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Tentative Eastern Great Lakes Mission Center 2019 Calendar
Mission Center Office Hours
Tuesday 9am-4pm; Wednesday 9am3pm;Thursday 9am-4pm
Web site: eglmc.org
Instagram:
EGLMC Community of Christ
January 1
January 6
January 20
January 21

January
New Year’s Day
Epiphany
Racial Justice Day
MLK Day

February 10
February 18

February
Youth Ministries Day
Presidents Day

March 3
March 6
March 10
March 10
March 15-17
Temple Grove

March
World Hunger Emphasis Day
Ash Wednesday
First Sunday in Lent
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Jr. & Sr. High Spring Retreat at

April 14
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 27

April
Anniversary Church 1860
Organization & Reorganization
World Conference
(Independence, MO)
Palm/Passion Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter
Call in Day for Reunion Housing

May 12
May 17-19
May 27

May
Mother’s Day
Temple Grove Work Weekend
Memorial Day

April 6
April 6-13

July 2-6
July 4
July TBA
Temple
July 20-27

July
EGLMC Youth Camp
Independence Day
Emma Smith Hymn Fest Kirtland
Spectacular, Graceland University
(Lamoni, IA)
August

September 1
September 2
September 15
September 21

September
World Hunger Emphasis Day
Labor Day
Heritage Day
Fall Festival

TBA

Mission Center Fall Conference

October 4-6
October 20

October
Women’s Retreat at Temple Grove
Children’s Sabbath

November
November 1 All Saints Day
November 1-3 Junior & Senior High Fall Retreat at
Temple Grove
November 3 Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 8-10 YA Retreat at Temple Grove
November 26 Kirtland Community Thanksgiving
Service Kirtland Temple
November 28-2 Thanksgiving MC Office Closed
December
December 1
First Sunday of Advent
December TBA Kirtland Temple Hymn Festival &
Christmas Eve Service at the
Kirtland Temple
December 24-1/1 MC Office Closed for Christmas
and New Years

June
June 9
Pentecost/Endowment Day
June 16
Father’s Day
June 28-July 2 EGLMC Family Camp

2019
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Kirtland congregation book club
By Laura bokanovich
We have been meeting almost every month since that time. Our
group size varies between five and fifteen, mostly women, but we do
have a couple men who come with their wives.
We are a fairly flexible group. There are five in the group who have
hosted us in their homes. We have all taken turns with desserts.
Dates are chosen to facilitate commitments. Book selection is
influenced by suggestions, sometime considering holidays and, thanks
to our smart phone people, the availability of titles in our library
systems.
Our choices of books are also eclectic. We have read mysteries,
historical fiction, biographies, and historical accounts of events. We
have read some fun, simply feel-good stories, and some that break
your heart. We have visited almost all parts of the U.S.A, Africa,
Canada, Ireland and other European locations.
LtoR: Cathy Batey, Laura Bokanovich, Margaret Duhl, Nancy
Cervi, Don Erickson, Lynn Ericson, Pat James, Rosa Brettrager

Once upon a time-March of 2015, to be precisesomeone suggested we have a book club. We found
there were several people who found that idea
attractive. I don’t recall the process for selecting the
first book since we were probably standing in the
aisles after church for this formational meeting, but
we set a book, location, and date for April, 2015.

As with most book clubs, we enjoy the variety in the books we have
read. We have been exposed to books and authors we probably
wouldn’t have chosen on our own, which leads to good discussions.
As a side benefit, we learn a great deal about one another.
And we’ll read happily ever after.

N EW V IDEO R ESOURCES
The November 2018 edition of Witness the Word is now
available online for download and as a DVD mailed to
congregations in the USA and Canada.
Each edition of Witness the Word includes 3 sermons and 3
Disciples Generous Response moments for use in worship, small
gatherings, study groups, or personal reflection.
Sermons
A Sacred Yes!
Apostle Robin Linkhart calls us to be God-bearers in the world
in this Advent sermon.
Blown out of Hiding
Apostle Art Smith take breaks Communion free from the walls
of the church to outside in the street.
The 11th Commandment
Jimmy Munson assures us of God's ever-present love, urges us
to share that love freely, and teaches us a handy daily prayer.

Disciples Generous Response
Offering Time, Blessing Time
Apostle Bunda Chibwe vividly recounts the contagious
generosity of a recent Nigeria Mission Center Conference.
Radical Generosity
A charming story sets the scene for Andrew Fox's Disciples
Generous Response moment on the sacred nature of sharing
generously and equally.
Spending Responsibly to Share Generously
Garland Land's experiences teaching budget management to
low-income families remind us of the universal importance of
spending responsibly, saving wisely, and
sharing generously.
We hope you enjoy these uplifting and
inspiring messages!
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News from the Barberton congregation
By Deborah Hood

We love our Barberton church building, but it was in dire need of an interior
facelift! The Planning Committee, most especially Emily Parrish, Elder Cindy
Davis, Elder Kay Patterson, and High Priest Ruthellen Moore, worked tirelessly
for months with contractors and suppliers obtaining opinions and bids for the work
that was necessary. This included electrical work, a new furnace, painting, epoxy
flooring, renovated bathrooms, stair chair lifts, and carpeting. If all work
continues as scheduled, the congregation will celebrate the joys of the Christmas
season in our bright and refreshed space!

Barberton has been blessed with new faces on Sunday mornings. We are delighted
to welcome from the Elyria congregation Elder Jim Spilsbury (not pictured), Elder
Joyce Harmon and husband Evangelist Ron Harmon Sr., Lois Beckett and husband
Deacon Dwight Beckett. We look forward to getting to know one another as we
fellowship and worship together.

The congregation held its annual picnic on September 2. These are some of the
happy faces from that gathering! High Priest Don Moore, Teacher Anne Romig,
High Priest Ruthellen Moore, Elder Kay Patterson, and Elder Ron Romig. The
Romigs, from Independence, MO, are frequent visitors to Barberton.

Church member Jim Gore shows off his "Purple Pride" Community of Christ tee shirt. The shirts
arrived in time for our annual "Trunk or Treat" night. Congregation members were easy to spot passing
out candy, and serving hot dogs (300!) and hot chocolate to the neighborhood kids and parents who
were out treating on October 27.
High Priest Ruthellen Moore and Elder Kathy Jessee presented church members with a
guide to the Advent season. Beautifully and thoughtfully arranged, this booklet offers
instruction as to the meaning of Advent, a history of the Advent wreath with its candles
representing hope, peace, love, and joy, along with the Christ Candle, suggestions for
Random Acts of Kindness during December, personal positive verbal affirmations for each
December day, a lesson on Chrismons (Christmas decorations that include
Christiansymbols) that we will expand upon during the Advent season, a calendar of
worship service and social activities for the month, an introduction to this year's adopted
family who will be presented with gifts and food for the holiday, and our other mission goals to support Animals for Haiti via
Outreach Sustainable Gifts, and our local food pantry, Barberton Area Community Ministries. Ruthellen, with her active
imagination and vision, and Kathy, with her patience and skill at desktop publication, created a treasure with this booklet.
We look forward to each gathering in the month of December as we learn and share what we've learned this Advent
season.
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Baptisms &
Confirmations:
Kerry Ann Shellenberger
is a new member of the
Kirtland congregation,
she was baptized
September 16, 2018 by
Priest Barbara Eckart
and confirmed
September 16, 2018 by
Elder William Lawrence
and Evangelist Nancy
Cervi.
Camden Brooks Tirpak is
a new member of the
Mon Valley
congregation, he was
baptized September 16,
2018 by Priest Michael
Tirpak II and confirmed
October 7, 2018 by Elder
Rebecca Ritchie and
Elder Nancy Holliday.

Deaths:
Mary Jo Barker Fayette City
Donna Elaine DixonGreenwood
Jesse Allen MastFayette City
Horace “Dutch”
Reichard - New Hamburg
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Come Explore Church History in
the Holy Land Next October!
As you begin your gift searching this Christmas season, consider a trip
of a lifetime for you and a loved one to the place where the Christmas
story began: The Holy Land! Next October, the Community of Christ
Historic Sites Foundation will host a very special 9-day church history
tour of the Holy Land.
Join Barb Walden on an adventure of a lifetime exploring Community of Christ history in Israel
and Palestine next October 22-31, 2019. Walk the paths that Jesus once walked and hear the
stories of early church missionaries as they shared the gospel during the 19th and 20th
centuries. In addition, guests will have the opportunity to extend their tour experience with a
pre-tour trip to Jordan and Petra and a post-tour trip to Egypt.
Make 2019 a year to remember by reserving your seat on the Holy Land tour today!
Learn more at: www.historicsitesfoundation.org.
Contact information
E ASTERN G REAT L AKES M ISSION C ENTER
9017 Chillicothe Rd. Kirtland, OH 44094-9261
Phone – 440.256.1441 Fax – 440.256.5533
Web—https://eglmc.org
Office Hours: Tuesday: 9am-4pm Wednesday: 9am-3pm Thursday: 9am-4pm
Mission Center Presidency –
 John Spilsbury – jspilsbury@cofchrist.org
 Nina Warriner – nwarriner@eglmc.org
 Jim Huffman – jrhuffman@roadrunner.com
 Field Support Minister – Dena DeVormer – ddevormer@cofchrist.org
 Mission Center Invitational Support Minister – Denise Hoyt – dhoyt@eglmc.org
 Administrative Assistant/Recorder – Sandy Davis – sdavis@eglmc.org
 Web Administrator – Kevin Williamson – ktkhero02@eglmc.org
Temple Grove Campground
347 Hamburg Rd. Transfer, PA 16154
Phone – 724.962.2530 Fax – 724.962.5635
Web—http://www.templegrove.org
 Camp Manager – David Rhyal – templegrove@verizon.net
 Book Keeper – Barbara Anderson – tgbookkeeper@roadrunner.com
 Reservations – Sandy Davis – eglmcsandy@roadrunner.com
K IRTLAND T EMPLE / S PIRITUAL F ORMATION C ENTER
7809 Joseph St. Kirtland, OH 44094
Phone – 440.256.3318
Web – http://www.kirtlandtemple.org
 Curator – Seth Bryant – sbryant@cofchrist.org
 Spiritual Formation Specialist –
Katie Harmon-McLaughlin – khmclaughlin@cofchrist.org

Youth ministry
survey
The Youth Ministry
Commission is requesting
that everyone in our mission
center that has an interest in
working with youth complete
a quick survey. Hopefully,
this will provide useful
information to guide staffing
efforts for the coming year.
In addition to the survey
address listed below, a link
will be posted on the
EGLMC website and in the
EGLMC Youth Facebook
page. We would appreciate
your responses by
December 31, 2018 (don't
forget to select submit).

E ASTERN G REAT L AKES
M ISSION C ENTER
9017 Chillicothe Rd.
Kirtland, OH 44094
Phone: 440-256-1441
Fax: 440-256-5533
Email: eglmcsandy@roadrunner.com
Akron/Barberton
Buffalo Clarence
Elyria
Erie
Fayette City
Greenwood
Kirtland
Meadville
Mon Valley
New Hamburg
New Philadelphia
Niagara Falls
Pittsburgh Beechview
Pittsburgh North Hills
Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park
Sharon

https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLScGL8u4uh5d51IDB
TBDdo0GqayGY4K26GVcL7j9GzpOFAK_A/
viewform?usp=sf_link

WE’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.EGLMC.ORG

UPCOMING EVENTS
JANUARY
1
6
20
21

Happy New Year
Epiphany
Racial Justice Day
MLK Day

FEBRUARY
10
Youth Ministries Day
18
Presidents Day
MARCH
3
6
10
10
15-17

World Hunger Emphasis Day
Ash Wednesday
First Sunday in Lent
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Spring Youth Retreat at Temple Grove

