
An exit interview is something often done 
by institutions when their employees 
retire or leave their service. The idea is to 
learn from whatever experiences the 
person has had over the years to improve 
that institution. Recently the church lost 
many people due to financial cutbacks. I 
hope there were a lot of exit interviews. 
Sometimes we do not want to face painful 
things, and the loss of so many of our well
-loved colleagues was difficult for all. This 
is my exit interview for the Mission 
Center, and is based on the hope that this 
is a “safe space” for all viewpoints. We 
need to have more open and complete 
conversations in our various meetings, 
with all issues discussed with appropriate 
audiences. So far we have only begun to 
do that. Not having full discussions may 
drive unhappiness underground rather 
than help air grievances and result in more 
fully accepted and democratic decision 
making.  

By now many of you have heard that 2019 
is my last year in the Mission Center 
Presidency. Not that I could not limp 
along a few more years, but by the time 
you read this I will be three-quarters of a 
century old. Sounds longer that way, 
doesn’t it? Rather than wait until Buffalo 
wins the Super Bowl (this century?) or 
Christ returns, I want to 
be relieved of some church 
duties to work more on 
my bucket list. It is not 
getting much shorter, but 

the bucket is getting emptier. Besides, I 
believe that changes are good for 
leadership, since everyone has different 
strengths and weaknesses. As Henny 
Youngman would say, “Take my job—
please.” I also want to be free to work 
within the church on what matters most 
according to my diminishing time and 
energy. I could still be a consultant to 
the presidency, if desired, but no longer 
have the time and energy to do the rest 
of the job as it deserves to be done.  

Right now the church seems to be 
operating somewhat frenetically. With 
the power of God available, who needs 
to be anxious? On the other hand, we do 
need to take carefully measured action. 
It reminds me of a high priest in another 
congregation, both of which have now 
passed on. When the congregation had a 
chance to do something that might have 
helped them survive, I gave a sermon as 
District President that used the old 
example of the man praying for 
assistance from God during a rising 
flood. The man refused all human 
assistance and died in the flood. The 
congregation also turned down their 
available opportunity, a day care center 
that wanted to rent space and had great 
liability coverage, because kids might 
mess up the church. The senior high 
priest in the congregation came to me 
afterward and said that he believed that 
they would “muddle through” somehow. 

Exit Interview  
By Jim Huffman 
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I suggested to him that the Church of 
Jesus Christ does not muddle 
through!  We act boldly as a 
Community of Christ and forge 
ahead. There are always choices for 
action. Muddling through should not 
be one of them. Neither should 
major anxiety. 

Our apostle and field support 
minister have done a great job of 
giving us the facts and figures and 
describing some of our alternatives 
during this fiscal crisis. And we 
should all work together to solve the 
problems. As I wrote the first draft 
of this article, we were preparing for 
World Conference, which included 
strong measures to deal with 
pressures and deadlines for 
retirement funds. By the time you 
read this article, World Conference 
is long over and several resolutions 
have been passed. I voted for them, 
since no better alternatives seemed 
available, but no others were 
presented. I hope our collective 
action and wisdom, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, is in fact wise rather 
than driven by anxiety. When I 
talked with Steve Veazey and Stassi 
Cramm about the resolutions, Stassi 
said the most important part would 
be working out the details between 
congregations and the administrators 
consulting with them. I couldn’t 
agree more. Often the devil is in the 
details, and we need the Holy Spirit 
instead.   

At last year’s Mission Center 
Conference I supported a resolution 
that gave 75% of the proceeds from 
the sale of a building in Ohio to 
World Church. My first instinct was 
to suggest 50%, and the first 
proposal of our appointees was for 
100%. The 75% outcome seemed to 
be a good compromise on the last 

(Continued from page 1) 
building sale that the mission center 
would really be able to vote on. We 
are all in this together, and there is no 
doubt that our international center 
needs all the funds it can get. But we 
all need to act in the best interest of 
all, not just our own self-interest, as 
Stassi Cramm recently noted in the 
Herald with perhaps less inclusiveness. 

I think that the rationale for the 50% 
figure still stands as a general 
guideline. We need the World 
Church, and the World Church needs 
us. If only one is strong and the other 
weak, we will not prevail. From now 
on, given the changes in policy, we 
will need to rely on the wisdom and 
good will of our central church 
employees to avoid all building sales 
feeling like local losses. We also need 
to take carefully measured action to 
develop mission plans for net proceeds 
from property sales. And I do believe 
they will respond well, as they have, 
legitimately insisting that whatever 
funds remain in the mission center be 
put to a clear good use. We have too 
much real estate sitting around doing 
very little for the church. All our 
levels need to reevaluate and plan 
intentionally for mission. We may be 
much better off becoming a 
combination of Church 2.0 and 
Church 3.0 going forward on both the 
local and national level, as our 
apostle’s Power Point presentation at 
mission center conference suggested. 
That being said, we must be both 
cautious and bold. And we need to 
make sure that what we do strengthens 
the church at all levels.  

The strongest need we have right now 
is not money, it is 
vision and 
leadership at all 
levels. We need 

young men and women who have 
visions, and old men and women who 
have dreams. We are not just 
building a bridge of hope, but bridges 
to communities of joy, hope, love 
and peace. Now more than ever we 
need to lift up our eyes beyond the 
horizon. We need to make the 
church not just a belief system but a 
way of life. Now is the time for us to 
be the best Church 2.0 we can be, or 
2.2 or 2.5, and spawn Church 3.0 for 
the future. These insights of our 
prophetic people should not become 
the clichés of the Restoration but the 
engines. Every foothold we have in 
every community and country is 
precious, and we need to preserve 
and enhance as many as possible. 
Grants available from the mission 
center are carrots hoping to feed 
vision and vibrant leadership in at 
least a small way. But we need much 
more incentive and drive at all levels. 
Come on. We have bridges and 
communities to build.  

My questions for the “interviewers”: 
1. Do you have “safe spaces” to 

discuss all issues? 
2. What conversations do you think 

need to take place? 
3. Do we need clear goals in 

addition to the Bridge of Hope 
goal? 

4. How can we enhance the 
presence of the church at the 
local and mission center level? 
How should the MC follow up 
on our recent study? 

5. Has the possibility for fundraising 
been affected locally and 
nationally? Is the concept of 
shared sacrifice applicable? 

6. What are the main needs for 
leadership and ministry in your 
jurisdiction? How can you help 
meet them? 



9:15 - Gathering & Fellowship (including 
light refreshments) 

10:00 - Worship & Mission 

11:00 - Break 

11:30 - Opening Business Session 

12:00 - Lunch (Donation basket will be 
available in serving line) 

1:00 - Resume Business Meeting                 
 

During our time of Worship & Mission 
Lachlan Mackay will be sharing a 
message of challenge and 
empowerment as we consider The Way 
Forward.  We will also have an 
opportunity to engage in mission.  In 
preparation for this, we invite you to 
bring and/or send small school items 

such as the ones listed below. 
 

Suggested School Supplies (small 
enough to fit into a pencil box): 
Pencils, mechanical pencils, box of 24 
crayons, erasers, pencil end erasers, 
rulers, small note pads, dry erase  

Upcoming Events at the 
Kirtland Temple 

 Saturday, September 
21, 2019 from 9am-
4pm  Please mark you 
calendar to save the 
date.  For more 
information regarding:  
Craft show call 

Melissa Schnupp at (724) 854-0931 or email 
mas878787@gmail.com, Basket Raffle will 
need donations from our congregations contact 
Rosemary Ryhal 724-962-9837 or email 
crryhal@verizon.net, Car & Truck show call 
Steve Shetler at (216) 832-7312 or email 
sts66@sbcglobal.net,  Bake sale will need 
donations from our congregations call/text 
Susan Moorehead 814-860-4849 or email 
susmoo1208@gmail.com.  As in past years, we 
need volunteers.  Please consider helping.   All 
profit from the Fall Festival goes to Temple 
Grove. If you have any other questions, please 
contact Steve. Hope to see YOU there!  

November  26:  Kirtland 
Community Thanksgiving Service .  
Sponsored by the Kirtland 
Ministerial  Alliance. 
 

December 15:  Kirtland Temple 
Christmas Hymn 
Sing.  Doors open at 
6:30pm and service 
begins at 7:00pm. 
 

December 24:  
Christmas Eve 
Service.  Doors open 
at 6:30pm and service 
begins at 7:00pm. 

 

MISSION CENTER CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
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Fall festival 

Photo by 
David Cool 

mailto:dehoyt890@yahoo.com�
mailto:sts66@sbcglobal.net�
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Beloved Community of Christ, do 
not just speak and sing of Zion.  
Live, love and share as Zion: 

those who strive to be visibly one 
in Christ, among whom there are no 

poor or oppressed. 
Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a 

Eastern Great Lakes Mission Center  
2019 Fall Conference 

September 22, 2019— 9:15am 
Temple Grove Campgrounds 

Guest Ministry: Apostle Lachlan Mackay 
Worship, 2020 Planning & Budget, Fellowship,  

Lunch will be provided. 

It’s back-to-school time for adults, too. 
Registration for the next session of online 
ministry and priesthood courses and other 
congregational leadership classes begins in 
October.  
The next registration is 3-19 October via 
Developmetrics.org. This short registration 
period will ensure class completion by 
Christmas.  Check the Developmetrics 
website to see the schedule for 2020. 
Red Session classes: 

 “Ministry of the Disciple (MP301, 
Temple School credit)”: This 8-week 
class engages disciples in spiritual 
practices and active learning. Designed 
to equip members and introduce friends 
to the core mission of Community of 
Christ. 

“Ministry with Latter-day Seekers 
(Shelby credit)”: This 4-week class 
introduces Community of Christ 
priesthood, disciples, and congregations 
to ministry with Latter-day Seekers, 
particularly members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Community of Christ members will 
learn to articulate their identity, 
mission, message, and beliefs. 

“Introduction to Scripture (SS400, 
Temple School credit)”: This 8-week 
course class uses video lectures from 
instructors Tony and Charmaine Chvala
-Smith. This class defines and explores 
the nature of scripture in the life of the 
church; and explores the function of the 
lectionary in sacraments, preaching, and 
teaching. Required for all new 
ordinands. 

“Children and Youth Core Training 
(Shelby credit)”: This course takes about 
2 weeks and prepares students to 
complete their Children and Youth 
Worker registration forms.  

Class fees can be found by going to 
Developmetrics.org and clicking on the US or 
Canada Registration pages. Class sizes are 
limited. The program is sponsored by 
Community of Christ in Canada. 

PLAN NOW FOR THE NEXT  
SESSION OF ELEARNING CLASSES 

http://developmetrics.org/�
http://developmetrics.org/�
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Lisa Williams will share how she has 
been led on a new adventure; the goal of 
which is to enhance the lives of children 
and what better place to start than with 
encouraging women to seek the highest 
expression of themselves? Choose from 
mini-classes on the following topics: 

 Prayer- Ruth Campbell 

 Who Are You? Defining Yourself-
Jennifer Richardson 

 Gratitude- Lisa Williams 

 Creating Beauty in Your Physical 
Space-Delanne Carlson 

 Self Care: Avoidance or Facing Your 
Fears- Morgan Martens 

 Spiritual  Growth Partnerships-April 
Beck 

 Becoming Me in Christ-Jessica 
Gerig 

 EXCITING BONUS CLASS for ALL 
in attendance: SELF DEFENSE 
(ROX Method) 

“Ruling Our Experiences” (ROX) teaches 
an empowerment model of self-defense 
as an evidence based strategy for 
building confidence. ROX wants every 
girl and woman to be confident in daily 
life and unimaginable situations. This 
model is holistic and includes instruction 
about healthy relationships, assertive 
language, boundary setting, and physical 
skills. This program is interactive and 
does not require previous experience or 
training. Every woman will leave with 
tools to keep her safe and more 
confident. ROX wants every woman to 
know, “You are worth defending!” 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 
We are excited to announce our second Young Adult Retreat.  It will be 
held at Temple Grove, October 25-27, 2019 for ages 18-25.  The theme for 
the weekend is “Highs and Lows: The Roller Coaster of Life”  Melanie Ry-

hal will be directing and registrar.  Guest 
ministry will be provided by Cindy Elmore.  
Cost for the weekend is $15.00.  Come spend 
some time with your friends you grew up 
with, bring some of your new friends to share 
the experience with.  Save the date and 
spread the word. 



We had another amazing week at Bethel 
Park Nature Camp! The church was 
bursting with fun and lots of happy kids - 
135 to be exact plus 31 Junior Staff and 
10 Senior Staff! Each day included 
opening songs, a guest presentation, 
games, crafts, snacks and the skit. We 
invited our favorite guests from the 
Pittsburgh area who provided assembly 
type programs and they did not 
disappoint! The kids got up close and 
personal with reptiles, saw mini tornados 
form right before their eyes, became 
paleontologists for a morning and met a 
spotted skunk. The annual Pet Fair is the 
favorite day of the week. The children 
bring their pets and we all get to mingle, 
meet and admire a large variety of 
animals. This year we had a record 
number of 22 dogs! Cats, hamsters, 
guinea pigs, chickens, snakes, chinchillas, 
hermit crabs, bunnies, bearded dragons, 

Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethal Park Nature camp 
By Julie Dixon 

turtles, fish, stuffed animals and even an 
ant farm enjoyed the fun.  Each day ends 
with the skit which the children LOVE! 
This year the adventure was in the 
jungles of Costa Rica near a raging river 
and an active volcano! 
 
The goal of Nature Club is to provide a 
premier program for children ages 5-12 
focused on learning about and enjoying 
God’s creation, as well as, emphasizing 
our responsibility and privilege to care 
for and appreciate the natural world. 
We desire to build friendships with 
families in our community and invite 
them to participate in other 
Community of Christ programs and 
Sunday worship. We also hope to 
provide opportunities for youth to 
develop leadership skills. These goals 
directly support the church’s mission 
initiatives “Pursue Peace on Earth” and 
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“Develop Disciples to Serve" and the 
enduring principle of the sacredness of 
creation. 
 
This was our 19th year! Over the years, 
the program has become so popular that 
for the first time we had a waiting list. 
One parent told me that her niece gave 
up a week at Myrtle Beach so that she 
could attend Nature Camp! And it’s not 
unusual to hear about families planning 
their summer vacations around Nature 
Camp and scout meeting nights on 
opposite weeks as Nature Club which 
runs during the school year. The idea 
for Nature Club came was a direct 
answer to prayer and God is certainly 
blessing the program. It has been a joy to 
make so many friends in our 
neighborhood, to learn about, take care 
of and enjoy God’s beautiful world and 
to serve a faithful, creative God 

THE BEACON 



Please make a note of two events that are 
significant in the life of Community of Christ: 
3 December: Giving Tuesday has a 
December date this year. An event aimed at 
the online community, this is a reminder to 
share generously with the church, specifically 
through eTithing. At specific times throughout 
the day, the Communications Team will post a 
running total in social media and on 
CofChrist.org. Matching funds will be available 
again this year.   
8 December: Advent at the Temple, 201 S. 
River Blvd., Independence, Missouri, USA. 
The service, with Jan Kraybill at the organ, is 
open to the public and will include 
participation from around the world through 
the internet. Join us at 7 p.m. Central for 
music and a message of the holiday season. 

In August eight women gathered to make 
greeting cards under Susie Hasko, local 

card maker. A 
fun afternoon 
was enjoyed 
learning various 
techniques and 
everyone went 
home with five 

beautiful cards. A fall craft project is in 
the planning. Staying with tradition our 
annual ladies Christmas luncheon will be 
held December 7th. 

Elyria congratulates Bob Horrocks on his 
retirement. Bob started 27 years ago at 
Sourcepoint in Delaware county Ohio. 
As the founding executive director Bob 
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For the past three years we have had a backyard worship.  Friends from Mon Valley, Pittsburgh North Hills and Pittsburgh South 
Hills  congregations, gathered together at the home of Joel and Kathy Ross on July 21st  for worship on the backyard patio and 
then a picnic and swimming.  It was refreshing to worship in the outdoors and listen to the birds chirping as we sang! 

Elyria News 
Reported by Ruthie Campbell 

built Sourcepoint into a well 
recognized program of delivering 
services to those 55 and older. The 
community had a reception to thank 
Bob for his leadership and insight. 
Bob attended the Elyria 
congregation in his youth and 
returns periodically when visiting 
family. He graduated from 
Graceland where he met his wife Jan 
(Voltman) from Buffalo, New York.  

Footnote: Bob Horrocks , Ray 
Campbell, and Ruth Campbell were 
all students in a new innovative 
program at Graceland. Students 
lived in Kansas City and completed 
social work internships. All three 
had careers in senior health. 

SAVE THESE  
DECEMBER DATES 

https://www.cofchrist.org/www.CofChrist.org�


PEOPLE NEWS 

Blessings: 
Blake Thomas 
Cummings infant son 
of Jeremy & Rebecca 
Cummings of 
Greenwood 
congregation was 
blessed June 16, 2019 
by Evangelist Nancy 
Cervi & Elder Denise 
Hoyt. 
 

Baptisms &  
Confirmations: 
Bella Rose Scherer is a 
new member of  the 
Kirtland Congregation 
she was baptized July 
14, 2019 by  Elder 
Shelley Scherer and 
confirmed July 14, 
2019 by Seventy 
Thomas Scherer and 
Elder Bonnie Scherer. 
 

Marriages: 
From Kirtland: 
Tina Marie Davidson 
married  
Darryl Raymond 
Molzon July 27, 2019 
 

Deaths: 
John Campbell- 
New Philadelphia 
Juanita Marie 
Holliday -Mon Valley 
Wanda Loos- 
New Philadelphia 
Lucille Oldfield-  
Rochester 
Jean Adair Smith - 
New Philadelphia 
Elgin Peter “Jerry” 
Viau- 
Buffalo/Clarence 
Annette Wolf— 
Buffalo/Clarence 
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Well it is that time of year we 
had our June covered dish 
dinner it netted $71.00 it will 
be the last until September.  
We had a work day at the 
church July 27th and would 
like to say a special thank you 
to Alan Bosler, LeRoy Cope, 
and Bill Hibbs. 

The Young Adults group 
continues to be a successful 
ministry for our 
congregation.  They recently 
held a special event – Magic 
the Gathering-featuring the 
card game.  They have also 
started two D&D groups 
(Dungeons & Dragons) one 
group meets on Tuesday 
nights from 6:30-9pm led by 
Spencer Morgan and a second 
group meets on Thursday 
nights from 6:30-9pm led by 
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News from New Philadelphia 
By Bob Lomax 

Mark Troyer. 

Sadly we had to say good bye to 
our faithful sister in Christ Jean 
Adair Smith she will be deeply 
missed.    

As summer turns to fall, may we 
all be mindful and prayerful for 
that which is around us, let us 
pray for those who have lost 
loved ones, for the young 
returning to school, for the 
beautiful day that you have 
shared with friends and family.  
Let us always be thankful for all 
that we have been given.  May 
God bless you as you walk this 
path of life. 

geraniums, azaleas, boxwoods, and gladiola. The blooms are a 
welcome sight as we enter the parking lot on Sunday 
mornings! 

Jim is pictured with his daughter, Kelly, visiting from North 
Carolina. 

Last year, with a goal of 100 
boxes, the Barberton congregation collected 122 boxes of 
tissues to donate to one of the two city elementary schools. 
School nurse Wendy Ray was delighted, and many of the kids 

sent thank-you notes. This year, 
our goal is to exceed last year's 
contribution, and we are nearing 
150 boxes as of August 25! The 
church has a history of supporting 
the schools that we hope to 
continue for many years to come! 

 

The City of Barberton was hit hard in June with widespread flooding.  The water stood for days 
as rains continued. Our church is so very proud of our youngest disciples who thought of a BIG 
way to help!  Left, Emmalee and Nevaeh Kessler with their lemonade stand signs!  The girls 
raised $50 to assist the flood victims! They presented their donation to Pastor Ruthellen 
Moore. Including their generous donation, the congregation and the church's Vision Fund 
combined to present a total of $1085.00 to area residents reeling from the damage to their 
homes and possessions. A special THANK YOU to the Kessler girls and their parents, Dustin 
and Kimberley! Below left, Pastor Ruthellen Moore with Martha Jamison, the Pantry 
Manager for Barberton Area Community Ministries. BACM received half of the $1085.00, 

earmarked especially for the 
flood-affected residents of the 
city. Below right, Ruthellen 
with Barberton Police Officer 
Kenneth Cheatham, who 
accepted half of the $1085.00 
to assist Barberton's south side 
citizens. 

THANK YOU, DISCIPLE 
JIM GORE! 

Jim Gore was recognized on 
August 4 with a "Disciples Generous Response" certificate. Jim, a member since 2016, felt called to beautify our building with 

News from Barberton  
By Deborah Hood 



9017 Chillicothe Rd. 
Kirtland, OH 44094 

Phone: 440-256-1441 
Fax: 440-256-5533 

Email: eglmcsandy@roadrunner.com 

EASTERN GREAT LAKES 
MISSION CENTER 

W E’ RE ON THE WEB!  
WWW. EGLMC. ORG 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
OCTOBER 
4-6  Women’s Retreat at Temple Grove 
20  Children’s Sabbath 
25-27  Young Adult Retreat at Temple Grove 
 
NOVEMBER 
1  All Saints Day 
1-3  Junior & Senior High Fall Retreats at Temple Grove 
3   Daylight Savings Time Ends 
26   Kirtland Community Thanksgiving Service at the Kirtland Temple 
28-29 Mission Center Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 
DECEMBER 
1   First Sunday of Advent 
15   Christmas Hymn Sing at the Kirtland Temple 
24   Christmas Eve Service in the Kirtland Temple 
24-1/1 Mission Center Office Closed for Christmas & New Years 

Akron/Barberton 
Buffalo Clarence 

Fayette City 
Greenwood 

Kirtland 
Meadville 

Mon Valley 
New Hamburg 

New Philadelphia 
Niagara Falls 

Pittsburgh Beechview 
Pittsburgh North Hills 

Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park 
Sharon 
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