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Lemonade
By John Spilsbury
Where to begin? Back in March
when our congregations closed and
we started online worship I didn’t
think that here we would be in
September still facing COVID
obstacles and challenges. Not
being able to physically gather as
congregations and as a mission
center for worship, ministry to
communities, retreats, reunion,
youth camps, and other happenings
has been frustrating and painful. I’m
certain all our hearts go out to those
who had to outright miss life’s
milestone events, such as college
and high school graduations and
accompanying celebrations, family
reunions, anniversaries, and
weddings. And I know our heats
and prayers are especially with
those who have had to experience
the illness or loss of a family
member or friend due to COVID.
Let us continue to uphold in our
prayers all who have experienced
loss and those who risk and
sacrifice to keep us safe.
I recently came across a poem by
Clarence Edwin Flynn published in
1940 that is a poetic rendition of a
commonly-known phrase. Read the
poem and see if you can guess
what the phrase is:
Life handed him a lemon,
As Life sometimes will do.

I NSIDE

His friends looked on in pity,
Assuming he was through.
They came upon him later,
Reclining in the shade
In calm contentment, drinking
A glass of lemonade.
I’m betting that you
know the phrase:
When life gives you
lemons, make
lemonade. Does this
phrase resonate with
anyone? Not to be
trite, but in this COVID world we
live in, am I, are you, are we,
making lemonade?
Regardless of how I feel about
some of the theology and religious
“rules” and opinions found in the
writings of the Apostle Paul, I can’t
fault the man for his dedication.
Paul spent a lot of time on the road
during his extensive missionary
travels. He spent decades sharing
the good news of Jesus Christ.
Paul’s writings make it clear that it
wasn’t always pleasant. He faced
hardships. He was beaten,
whipped, stoned, arrested,
imprisoned, shipwrecked, adrift at
sea, scorned, ridiculed, mistrusted
(even at times by fellow Christians),
and ultimately executed by Rome.
Yet, in his Letter to the Romans,
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(Continued from page 1)
after experiencing so many
struggles, he wrote words that
give hope to us today:
We know that all things work
together for good for those who
love God, who are called
according to his purpose.
Romans 8:28 (NRSV)
It is my testimony that as terrible
and disrupting as COVID has
been, I have seen God at work
in the midst of our struggles. I’ve
seen pastors and congregational
leaders reach out to their
congregations in new ways,
including weekly printed worship
services, weekly inspirational
articles, book study groups, and
the use of social media, just to
name a few. Pastors and
congregational leaders have
used the mission center’s ZOOM
account to host congregational
get-togethers. May God continue
to bless these efforts! Thanks to
all of you who continue to reach
out, check in on each other,
uphold in prayer, and provide
ministry to your congregation,
mission center, and
communities. Do we see things
working together for good?
I’m sure you all are aware that
our mission center has
partnered with the Mid-Atlantic
Mission Center to provide
worship services and
opportunities to connect. As a
result, I have seen a soldier
stationed in Korea worship in
real time with her daughter and
her mother who were here in the
US. I have heard our brothers
and sisters in Christ share that

ZOOM has enabled them to
worship and connect with others in
ways that were impossible preCOVID. My own parents in New
Orleans, each with multiple
COVID risk factors, have been
able to experience the blessings of
community (and I thank you all for
being part of that community). I’ve
been able to keep connected with
so many of you in our mission
center, and reconnect and make
new friends in the Mid-Atlantic
Mission Center, across our
country, and around the world.
Over the last five and one-half
months at our worship services
and other events,
such 31 Days, 31
Ways, we’ve been
blessed by the
ministry of Apostle
Lach Mackay,
Apostle Catherine
Mambwe, Apostle
Ron Harmon Jr.,
Field Support Minister Dena
DeVormer, President Steve
Veazey, Scripture and Theology
Consultants Charmaine and Tony
Chvala-Smith, Presiding
Evangelist Jane Gardner, Emma
Smith, and many others. We’ve
also been blessed by the gifts and
talents of people in the MidAtlantic Mission Center who many
of us didn’t even know in February
2020. Teaming up with MAMC has
opened doors to opportunities that
six months ago as didn’t exist, or
were not contemplated, or both.
Do we see things working together
for good?
At one of our early online worship
services Karen Chestnut shared
the story about a boy in school.

He had gotten in some trouble
serious enough that they were
deciding whether or not to meet
and sort things out. As I
remember her sermon, when
Karen described her
conversation with the boy about
the need for him to see her, she
said something like “Don’t waste
a good crisis,” or “Don’t let a
good crisis go to waste.”
That concept continues to
resonate with me. COVID is a
crisis. As we struggle through it
we are learning new things
about our congregations and
worship. We are learning new
and exciting ways to reach out
to people. We are learning new
ways to be a community. We
are learning how to adapt to
changing and challenging times.
So where do we go from here?
The pandemic will eventually
end. Our congregations will all
reopen. I don’t want to see the
connections
we’ve made with
others beyond our
congregations
and mission
center disappear.
I don’t want the
new skills and talents and
opportunities that have arisen in
response to COVID to be
packed up in a box and labeled
“OPEN ONLY DURING
PANDEMIC.” There is now
among us an emergence of new
ideas, new forms of expression,
and new forms of community.
Let us continue to sense Holy
Spirit and be guided to new
possibilities. Let’s not let a good
crisis go to waste.
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Mission Center
Conference has
been tentatively
scheduled for
Sunday, September
27th. It will be
held online from
2:00 pm to 3:30 pm.
with a condensed
agenda. Watch
for Details
as they will
be released
later.
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Thanks to the
generosity and hard
work of many, as of
June 30, 2020, the
church is $76 million
toward the $120
million dollar
retirement
responsibility goal.
That leaves $44
million left to go by
January 1, 2024.
Church leaders are
grateful for the
dedicated efforts of all
those who are
committed to helping
meet this goal.
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Thank You from the Presiding Bishopric

July 30, 2020
To the members and friends of the Eastern Great Lakes
Mission Center,
We want to express our deepest appreciation for your
generous gift to Bridge of Hope Tithes from the
proceeds of the sale of the Elyria, Ohio property. We’re
grateful for the support it will provide for our retirement
responsibilities first and then for the church’s
endowments.
We understand the deep level of sacrifice and
dedication that it took to work through the process of
selling this property. Please know that this is a blessing
to the church, and we are humbled by your continued
commitment to mission even amid some of the financial
challenges we are facing.
May God continue to bless and guide you as you
respond to the leadings of the Holy Spirit and share the
peace of Jesus Christ.
Onward!
Stassi D. Cramm & Steven E. Graffeo

Kirtland News
By Ruth Campbell

Congratulations to Don and Lynn
Erickson who celebrated their 69th
wedding anniversary on August 4th. A
wonderful celebration!
Sharon Lint waited five years for a kidney transplant and received
one in June. Sharon reports she is doing well. Continued blessings
of healing are sent.
Number six. That is the number of great
grandson Chase born August 19th. Proud great
grandparents are Bill and Sharon Lint.

News from New Philadelphia
By Bob Lomax
While we await the
time when we can
reopen our church
building, we continue
to share with each
other with our weekly
newsletters. We share
birthdays,
anniversaries, prayers
for those in need, those with current
and continuing concerns. We
request that people share their
thoughts, possibly a scripture, a
poem, a prayer, or just something
that has meaning to them at this
time. Then we share a sermon, it
has been interesting to write a
sermon each week and have it sent
out for people to read.
I often wonder if the message I am
hoping to share, is the message that
is received. I hope as we struggle
to adjust to our
current situation that I
am helping others to
trust in God. I know
that sometimes God
uses calamity, tragedy
of danger in our lives
so we are led to the
obvious answer – that
is, trust him that
everything is in His living hands and
nothing can cause Him to love us
any less.
Until next time may God’s Spirit use
the struggles that
we have in this
life to draw us
closer to our
Lord. May God’s
Spirit use the
problems we
wrestle with to once again reassure
us of the love and grace of our God.
Amen.
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People news

Elyria News
By Ruth Campbell
Mixed emotions best
describe feelings of
former members of the
Elyria Congregation on
the sale of their church
building. While sad to
see the building gone,
all are happy the
building sold to another church the
Community Church Ministries. Monies
of the sale will go to Bridge of Hope.
We were saddened by the death of
Tyler Bender in July. Tyler was an
active member of the Elyria
congregation. He was always involved in
all youth programs and enjoyed Temple
Grove. He was a graduate of Bowling
Green University with a degree in
Construction Management and was an
avid outdoorsman. Parents are Roger
and Kathleen Bender; grandparents are
Dwight and Lois Beckett.

Best wishes to Larry Hinchcliffe who
will be leaving the area in October.
Larry was the last pastor to serve the
Elyria congregation. Larry’s
commitment to the members were
always evident in his “give it my
best” attitude. He demonstrated his
love for the church under very
difficult circumstances that included
Norma Jean’s failing health and a
dwindling membership. When
health allowed, he and Norma Jean
served as co-pastors and contributed
to Elyria in many ways. Larry plans
to head west to be close to family
and friends. A final destination is yet
to be decided but he will probably
head to Arizona first where family
and friends reside. Children Alex
and Diana live in California (along
with two grandchildren). Many
thanks are sent to Larry and he is
wished the very best.

Deaths:
Prayers to the families of
Tyler William BenderElyria
Kevin Currie –
Buffalo/Clarence
Edwin Stanton Decker–
Barberton
Karl Michael RadekMon Valley

Daylight
Savings Time
Ends
November 1st.
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News from Barberton
By Debbi Hood
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You’re Invited to two Premier Videos with Jan Kraybill
Jan Kraybill, Community of Christ organist-in-residence, is all ears. And hands, and feet.
The Grammy-nominated performer often enjoys hearing and answering her audience’s questions, especially if she’s playing a
demonstration concert at the Temple or Auditorium in Independence, Missouri, USA. But because the world is dealing with a
pandemic, her next performances -- hands and feet dancing across the massive instruments -- are for online audiences.
The good news: Questions are still welcome!
More good news: Kraybill will take video viewers behind the scenes, inside these massive instruments, to view aspects never seen
by live audiences.
During free internet premiers at 7:30 p.m. Central Daylight Time on both 13 September at the Temple organ and at the
Auditorium organ 14 September, Kraybill will be online to take queries about the instruments or the music she played. The
videos were recorded in Independence, but Kraybill’s responses will be live.
Watch her concerts on the Community of Christ Facebook page or the Community of Christ YouTube channel. Viewers can ask
questions in the comments areas during the premieres. The videos will remain on the church’s YouTube channel for later viewing.
Watching the videos is free.
Here’s the music Kraybill plays.
On the Temple Casavant organ in Independence (13 September):
 Prelude in B Major, Op. 7, No. 1 by Marcel Dupré
 Adagio e dolce (second movement) from Trio Sonata No. 3, BWV 527 by Johann Sebastian Bach
 Berceuse by Louis Vierne
 Grand-Choeur Dialogué by Eugène Gigout
 Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring by J.S. Bach
 Toccata from Symphony No. 5 by Charles-Marie Widor
On the Aeolian-Skinner organ in the Auditorium (14 September):
 Fanfare in C Major by Henry Purcell
 Chorale Prelude on Ein Feste Burg by Johann Pachelbel
 Allegro (first movement) from Concerto in F, Op. 4, No. 4 by Georg Frederic Händel
 Intermezzo on an Irish Air, Op. 189, No. 4 by Charles Villiers Stanford
 Fantasy on Ein Feste Burg, Op. 65, No. 47 by Sigfrid Karg-Elert
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A heartfelt thank you to those who continue to
support both local and worldwide mission
through generosity of time, talent, treasure, and
testimony.
The church is blessed by those who are signing
up for and continuing to give
through eTithing and other methods. Together
we’re making a difference!

Back to School Prayer
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New Philadelphia
Niagara Falls
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Pittsburgh North Hills
Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park
Sharon

WE’ RE ON THE WEB!
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Dear Lord,
Please bless those that are returning to school,
teachers, bus drivers, custodians, students and
all of the support staff. Please bless the parents
as they struggle with the challenges of online
learning.
Please let this school year be a time of grace,
potential, sharing and challenge as everyone
grows in knowledge and wisdom. Let everyone
open their minds to learning, discovery and
insight.
Lord, please keep everyone safe as they embark
on this unknown journey. Please offer comfort,
patience and support to those in need. Please
hold them in your hands and give them
strength for the year ahead.
In your most Holy Name, Amen

Upcoming Events
OCTOBER
18
Children’s Sabbath
NOVEMBER
1
All Saints Day
Daylight Savings Time Ends
26-27 Thanksgiving MC Office Closed
29
First Sunday of Advent
DECEMBER
24-1/1 MC Office Closed for
Christmas & New Year

