
We blinked, and 
the season of 
Advent is upon us 
once again. As we 
prepare to 
celebrate the 
event of Christ’s 
birth, we 
probably all fall 

somewhere along the spectrum between 
“OOH, I just can’t WAIT!” and “WAIT?!? 
Who has time to even think about waiting?? 
There’s too much to DO!!” I will admit 
being far closer to the latter for most of my 
adult life, but like many others who aren’t 
schoolteachers or parents of school-aged 
children, my schedule has slowed down 
considerably this year. Still, God is able to 
challenge me in the season! 

 

This will come as a big surprise to those of 
you who know me best, but I am not good 
at waiting. I grew up on a farm where 
presents were off limits on Christmas 
morning until the cows had been fed and 
milked and the family had been treated to 
an even bigger than usual breakfast. My 
mother dealt with my impatience very 
creatively, allowing stocking opening 
whenever we got up (in those days we girls 
were exempt from the barn chores) and 
making sure that there was at least one 
thing in there that would keep me occupied 
for a while. She was a smart woman, my 
mother, but I know that she prayed a LOT! 

 

I promise you that I have enough experience 
with God’s sense of humor not to ask 
outright for more patience. Can you believe 

that God thought it wise to help me 
improve that slight character flaw without 
any input from me?!? The cool thing here, 
though, is that God has chosen to 
(eventually) give me gifts that I could not 
have even imagined last year at this time. 
Early this fall, we started looking for a 
house to buy in the village where our local 
school age grandchildren attend. Within 
about a week and a half, we had found a 
place that more than meets our needs and 
our purchase offer had been accepted. (See 
how I got suckered in there?) I immediately 
began to plan for new paint colors and, 
most importantly, exactly how the new 
house would be decorated for Christmas! 

 

Little did I know that 
half of the local 
population was also 
taking advantage of low 
interest rates at the same 
time. Or that our 
appraisal order would be sent back to the 
bank because that appraisal company 
thought they had too much work to do in 
the allotted time. Or that this was such a 
rare occurrence that no one at the bank 
would notice for two weeks until they 
began to wonder why they didn’t have 
results. As I write this, I have no idea 
whether we will be in the new house before 
Christmas or not, but I have also stopped 
living my life for that move-in moment. 

 

God was gracious enough to give me other 
things to think about in the meantime. A 
few weeks ago, I got sick enough (not 
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Waiting 

By Denise Hoyt 



designed a new website, started an 
online museum store, and began the 
project to offer virtual reality tours.  
In addition, he served as an ex-
officio board member of the 
foundation, participated in 
numerous Storyteller events, and 
more. Foundation Executive 
Director Barbara Walden referred 
to him as a “minister of church 
history.” Because of the pandemic, 
all Community of Christ historic 
sites will remain closed until at 
least March 2021. This will provide 
time for leaders to search for a 
replacement.  

Spend time with God during this 
waiting time. Ask how you can best 
serve. Be sensitive to the leadings of the 
Spirit – they are often gentle. 
Sometimes, the things God asks of us 
will use those gifts that we already 
know we have. Sometimes, we will be 
more challenged. Try not to undervalue 
things that seem “easy” or balk at things 
that seem “hard”. The abundant gifts 
that God is yearning to give us 
(eventually) may require some growth 
on our part to receive.  

 

Hmm…wasn’t that where we started 
this conversation?!? 

S ETH  BRYANT  STEP S  AWAY  AS   

K I RTLAND  S I TE  D I R ECTOR  

 

The Kirtland 
Temple in Ohio 
and the 
Community of 
Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation 
took a major hit 
at the end of 
September when 
Site 
Director Seth 
Bryant took his 
energy and 

creativity to the VA.  
During his four years as site director, 
he oversaw numerous improvements 
and maintenance projects. He also 
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covid) to miss work for a whole week. 
And apparently, when you are as old as 
me, it takes a considerable length of 
time to gain your strength back. Age 
becomes a recurring theme here as I 
am also now scheduled for cataract 
surgery (one eye at a time two weeks 
apart) before Christmas. YAY! 

 

But seriously, in the middle of all of 
this, we did lose Ron’s uncle, Gene 
Baker, to covid. He was 87 years old 
and recently had entered a local 
nursing home. Covid went through 
their population like fire. Almost half 
of the residents were infected at the 
time of Gene’s death. I was honored to 
preside over Uncle Gene’s memorial 
service, and deeply indebted to my 
son, Ben, who managed to figure out 
how to run a zoom meeting so that my 
mother-in-law and family from further 
away could be there virtually. It was 
GOOD to practice hands-on ministry, 
and ministry of any kind is a good way 
to fill the waiting. 

 

Are you figuring out ways to minister 
in the waiting? Many of our traditional 
routes of ministry are not available this 
year, but God is still able to help us be 
a blessing in the season! 

 

There is a caveat to this, though. 
FIRST, I want you to do a self-check. 
Are YOU doing ok mentally and 
physically? If the answer to this is no – 
or even maybe – PLEASE check in 
with someone you trust immediately. 
Let them know that you need some 
support. The rest of this message is not 
for you. Know that you are in my daily 
prayers, even if I can’t name you 
personally. 

 

If the answer to this is a resounding 
yes, out-of-the box opportunities 
abound. Here are just a few thoughts 
that may not seem “hard enough” to 
really be ministry, but I assure you that 
is not the case. 

(Continued from page 1) 

If planning (and cooking 
most of) an annual 
community meal has 
been your gift, consider 
doing that on a smaller 
scale and delivering it to 
a busy young family or a few singles who 
might appreciate home cooking. 

 

Since nursing homes and hospitals are not 
allowing visitors, consider mailing a 
cheerful card or note to several people 
each day. Don’t worry if you end up 
sending multiple notes to the same person 
over time. That may be how God chooses 
to use you right now.  

 

Telephones have the added 
challenge of requiring the 
person on the other end to 
be able to hear well enough 
to carry on a conversation, 
but if you know someone 
who appreciates a call, do 

that when they come to mind. 
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Spring 2020 was very different; busloads of visitors wouldn’t be coming to see the Temple 
and meander or through the gardens.  However, gardens will demand care and grass will 
always have to be cut even if no one comes to visit. We walk our little dog on the pathways 
and we usually would chat with the visitors.  Now, we walked alone; it felt strange, no 
visitors.  By the end of March, we knew that the Temple and Visitor Center would be closed 
until sometime in June, then maybe July or September, and finally the decision was made 
that everything would be closed through December. The silence day after day was 
disconcerting. Steve Davidson and Nancy Cervi began getting out tools, a cart, and the 
lawnmower and the work began.  Gerry an I enjoyed watching the gardens come to life. 
There were many surprises as they began to reshape some of the areas. It felt more 
comfortable to see progress, hear voices, and stop to talk with Steve and Nancy.  They have 
created so many new displays and removed trees, weeds, overgrown shrubs.  Nancy’s neighbor donated many plants and then 
helped plant them.  The work in the gardens was more than maintaining; their combined efforts enhanced so many places.    

The city of Kirtland was under “lock down”. All the daycares, parks, and playgrounds were closed except the Visitor Center kept 
the parking lot open for the occasional visitor. Much to our surprise, our early visitors were children wanting to ride bikes, use 
scooters, and find some playmates. The parking lot and gardens provided a place for voices, sounds, and activity, life!  We 

watched Moms and Dads at the parking lot teaching the children how to ride their bikes. It was 
delightful to watch the children. As the weather became warmer, more people walked dogs and 
more neighbors came to the gardens. The parking lot was a popular spot during the summer. The 
community was becoming comfortable in a place previously unknown.  Sometimes our neighbors 
stopped to chat.  One Mom remarked she wasn’t used to having her children home every day.  She 
said “When my husband walks in the door after work, I walk out the door saying I’ll be back in a 
half hour”.  Another person mentioned, ‘it’s peaceful here; sometimes I feel it is a Holy Place.”  

Steve and Nancy found artifacts from wooden carts, big rocks, and old steps to the Temple to place 
in garden spaces. Steve joined the work crew when big equipment was required. The North side of 
the Temple has a new look; two benches were repaired and repainted and some new plants. Our 
gardens have never been so beautiful! Steve and Nancy even became “lumber jacks” taking down 
overgrown huge shrubs and a few trees. Steve had another task of keeping the lawnmower in repair 
and then using it every week for 2- or 3-days keeping grass neatly trimmed and now removing 

leaves.   When school started, the parking lot was filled with children and cars. Seth went out to greet the worried parents and 
children, assuring everyone was welcome to use the space. Some of the neighborhood children that walk home now realized that 
cutting through the gardens is the shortest way home from school. Our neighbors are getting to know us. 

Many people came, some traveled thousands of miles, just to see the Temple, gardens, and Kirtland. They knew the Temple was 
closed, but they came anyway. Pictures were taken, questions answered, and directions given to other places of importance. The 
travelers sometimes brought picnics and choosing either grassy places or shady spots for lunch.  Some of the groups had a prayer 
service and even a Communion service.  People of all ages came to see the Temple.  Some of the elderly traveled thousands of 
miles to see the Temple; it was a dream fulfilled.  Those that brought them talked of coming 
back while the elderly walked away with tears of joy. But none walked away disappointed; 
many felt blessed by the Holy Spirit.   

Thanksgiving is just around the corner; Steve and Nancy are getting the gardens ready for 

winter.   I doubt that anyone could guess how many miles Steve has put on the lawn mower/

leaf remover, nor could one count how many cartloads of weeds, branches, buckets of water, 

rocks, and loads of new plants that Nancy has pulled through the gardens. Their work has been 

fantastic and the results are magnificent.  Who would have guessed that every day people would 

come to see the Temple and gardens, children would play, and many would walk and find 

peace in the midst of a stressful summer? 

 

A Closed Temple, A Garden, and A Parking Lot 

By Carleen Shetler 
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News from Barberton 

By Deborah Hood 



Friends chat with Larry Hinchcliffe at a Farewell 
drive by. Larry left for 
Arizona on October 
30

th
. He is currently 

visiting his children in 
California. He has not 
decided where he will 
reside. He will be 
missed by family and 

friends throughout the mission center.   
 

For several years Elyria held a Christmas Ladies 
Luncheon the first week-end of December. Last 
year ladies from Barberton and Elyria celebrated 
together. Tradition has women exchanging gifts, 
bringing a salad to share along with games, 
music, and worship. In lieu of the party JOY 
bags filled with surprises were sent to 29 
women. Hopefully a spring luncheon can be 
enjoyed safely by all.  

Blue Session 
(Winter) – starts 
1/9/2021 (enroll 
CA 12/7/2020 & 
USA 12/14/2020) 
 

 Ministry of 
the Deacon (MP 302)– This 6-
week class explores what Deacons 
need to know, be, and do in their 
essential role in the congregation. 
Students learn how the Deacons’ 
ministry connects ministries of 
hospitality, preparation, and 
stewardship with households, 
families, the congregation, and 
community. Required for all 
preparing for ordination to the 
office of Deacon.  

 Introduction to Priesthood 
(MP 300)– This course explores 
the covenant principles at the 
heart of faithful priesthood 
ministry. These covenant 
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Office Hours 
Tuesday 9am-4pm; Wednesday 9am-3pm;  

Thursday 9am-4pm 
 

Web site: eglmc.org  
 

Church Updates: 
cofchristeglmc.churchupdates.org 

 

Mission Center Presidency Team 
John Spilsbury:  jspilsbury@CofChrist.org 

Nina Warriner: nwarriner@eglmc.org 
 

Mission Center Financial Officer 
Dena DeVormer: ddevormer@CofChrist.org  

 

Invitational Support Minister 
Denise Hoyt: dhoyt@eglmc.org  

 

Communications/Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Davis: sdavis@eglmc.org  

Normally this time of year 
we would post a tentative 
2021 mission center 
calendar.  Due to the 
uncertainty of when we 

will again be able to gather in person it 
has not been included in this issue of the 
Beacon.  Please check the upcoming 
events on the back page for the 
information of what we know will be 
occurring.   Please watch your email and 
church updates for further events as we 
enter into the new year.   
 

Please remember that you are all in our 
thoughts and prayers.  May you have a 
healthy, happy and blessed 2021! 

principles form the foundation 
on which responsibilities of 
specific priesthood offices are 
built. Required class for all 
new ordinands.   

 Ministry of the High 
Priest (MP 307)– This 8-week 
class gives new insights into the 
ministry of high priests in 
congregations, mission 
centers, and communities. The 
lessons give special attention to 
collaborative leadership; 
expectations and role of World 
Church ministers; and building 
bridges between people, 
congregations, and 
communities and where God is 
calling them to be.  

 
For more information or to sign up 
go to developmetrics.org/ 
Questions? Contact at 
idlloyd23@gmail.com 

Developmetrics- 

Online Temple School Classes 

A Farewell & a 2020 Christmas in Elyria 

By ruth Campbell 

 

NEWS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Mission Center Information 

http://developmetrics.org/
mailto:idlloyd23@gmail.com
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders.   And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6 

 

On Sunday evening, December 13th, we will have a Mission Center 
meeting via Zoom. Dena 
DeVormer, our Mission Center 
Financial Officer as well as the 
North East Field's Support 
Minister will be sharing some 
important financial information. 
Apostle Lachlan Mackay will also 
be joining us and sharing in our 
time together. More information 
will be coming out soon. 

Save the Date 



PEOPLE 

NEWS 

 

Marriages: 

Adam Glen 
Holliday married 
Haley Martin 
September 26, 2020 
 
Heidi Leigh Pringle 
married 
Christopher Troy 
Tomer  
October 22, 2020 
 
Ordinations: 

Doris McLean  from 
the Buffalo-
Clarence 
congregation was 
ordained to the 
office of Priest, 
September 18, 2020 
by High Priest 

Karen Chesnutt and 
Elder Melanie 
Grabek. 
 

Moved: 

Larry Hinchcliffe 
from Elyria to 
Arizona 
Matt & Doris 
McLean  from 
Buffalo Clarence to 
Florida 
Audrey Richardson 
from Barberton to 
Missouri  
 

Deaths: 
Anna R. Adams— 
Kirtland 

As many of you 
prepare to purchase 
gifts for the 
holidays, please 
remember that 
Community of Christ 
is registered as a 
charitable 
organization 
through 
AmazonSmile.  
Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of 
your eligible 
purchases to 

Community of Christ 
whenever you shop on 
AmazonSmile.  If you 
are an Amazon 
shopper, please 
consider making 
Community of Christ the 
recipient of a portion of 
your eligible sales. If 
you search for us, 
please search 
"Community of Christ 
Independence" in order 
have us show up on the 
first page of results.  
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You can help while you shop 

Congregations and individuals are encouraged to post on 
Church Updates.  During this time when we cannot 
gather in person, more than ever this is a communication 
tool that has allowed us to share information with so 
many in the mission center.  Be sure to include all im-
portant info about the date, location, time and any links 
so everyone who wants to participate can do so! Thanks 
for sharing your plans!   
Just a reminder if you are not receiving the frequent up-
dates and  weekly emails you can enroll yourself in the 
Church Updates program by going to the following web-
site and setting up an account at https://
cofchristeglmc.churchupdates.org/login/  or contact 
Sandy at sdavis@eglmc.org.  You can also update your 
email and add any other information that you would like 
shared on your 
contact card.  

Church Updates 

https://cofchristeglmc.churchupdates.org/login/
https://cofchristeglmc.churchupdates.org/login/
https://churchupdates.org/


 

9017 Chillicothe Rd. 
Kirtland, OH 44094 

Phone: 440-256-1441 
Fax: 440-256-5533 

Email: sdavis@eglmc.org 

EASTERN GREAT LAKES 

M ISSION CENTER 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  WEB !  
WWW . EGLMC . ORG  

Akron/Barberton 
Buffalo Clarence 

Fayette City 
Greenwood 

Kirtland 
Meadville 

Mon Valley 
New Hamburg 

New Philadelphia 
Niagara Falls 

Pittsburgh Beechview 
Pittsburgh North Hills 

Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park 
Sharon 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

JANUARY 
January 1 New Year’s Day 
January 6 Epiphany  
January 17 Racial Justice Day 
January 18 MLK Day 

 
FEBRUARY 
February 14 Youth Ministries  Day/ Valentine’s Day 
February 15 Presidents Day 
February 17 Ash Wednesday 
February 21 First Sunday of Lent 
 

MARCH 
March 7 World Hunger Emphasis Day 
March 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 28 Palm/Passion Sunday 

As we move through the Generosity Cycle, we give 
thanks to the generous disciples who continue to 
support local and worldwide mission through 

Mission Tithes. 

With a strong 
November and 
December, 
together we can 
reach the 2020 
Worldwide Mission 
Tithes goal range. 

 

2020 WORLDWIDE M ISSION T ITHES UPDATE  
THROUGH OCTOBER 


