E ASTERN G REAT L AKES M ISSION C ENTER

T HE B EACON
J UNE 2021
“Corrin”
By Nina Warriner
Doctrine & Covenants 162:2a-c
“Listen carefully to your own
journey as a people, for it is a
sacred journey and it has taught
you many things you must know for
the journey yet to come.
Listen to its teachings and discover
anew its principles. Do not yearn
for times that are past, but
recognize that you have been given
a foundation of faithful service,
even as you build a foundation for
what is yet to be.
As a prophetic people you are
called, under the direction of the
spiritual authorities and with the
common consent of the people, to
discern the divine will for your own
time and in the places where you
serve. You live in a world with new
challenges, and that world will
require new forms of ministry.”
Corrin (name changed to protect
child’s identity) struggled day after
day trying to manipulate her
uncoordinated fingers to open her
prepackaged school breakfast
items. With a frustrated sigh, she
would often hold her breakfast
package out and say, “You open.”
to the nearest adult in
the room. An adult
would help Corrin place
her fingers in a pincher
grasp on each side of
the package and help
her pull the package open. After
more than 150 days of school,
Corrin still could not open the
package by herself. Finally, one
day in late May, she raised her

hand and said,
“Scissors, please.”
She took the
scissors, snipped
the corner of the
package off, stuck her finger inside
and pulled it open.
Corrin was supported every day
with the same procedure in hopes
that it would help her learn to pinch
and pull her package open. The
reality is that with this process
Corrin was no closer to her goal of
opening a package of mini
pancakes or breakfast stick
independently than she was when
she started school 3 years ago. It
reminds me of a quote by Henry
Ford, “If you always do what you've
always done, you'll always get
what you've always got.” Corrin
realized that if she wanted to be
able to open a package by herself,
she needed to change the way she
approached this task.
The past 15 months have brought
many challenges to the way we
receive and share ministry. We
have found new ways to connect,
worship, fellowship, learn. We
have broadened our circle beyond
our congregation and beyond our
mission center. We have learned
to focus on what matters most
during this time of physical
separation.
As we experience declines in the
COVID positivity rates, some
congregations are planning to or
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already have opened up for in
person gatherings. We are
challenged to take an honest
look at our paths as a disciple/
congregation/mission center and
ask ourselves if we are “build
[ing] a foundation for what is yet
to be” or
simply “yearn
[ing] for the
past.” We are
invited to
“listen to our
journey” over
the past 15 months for “it has
taught [us] many things [we]
must know for the journey yet to
come.” May we continue to ask
ourselves essential questions
that focus on what matters most:

life… in your congregation’s life…
in your community?
Corrin was able to look beyond
what was and see what could be.
She could have easily allowed
adults to manipulate her fingers to
help her gain access to her
breakfast. However, Corrin
wanted more. She stepped
beyond her comfort zone, took a
risk, changed her approach and
found a path forward. We are
called to “discern the divine will for
[our] own time and in the places
where [we] serve.” May we have
the courage to move forward like
Corrin.

What does the mission of Jesus
Christ look like in you… in your
congregation… in your
community…?
How is the Kingdom of God
being called into being in your

People News

Blessings:
Wyatt William Bender infant son of
Clint Bender was blessed May 2, 2021
by Evangelist Ruth Campbell
Delaney Grace McFadden infant
daughter of Matt and Holly McFadden
was blessed May 2, 2021 by Evangelist
Ruth Campbell
Marriages:
Richard Alan
Lomax and Jane Marie Wagner were
married in New Philadephia March 27,
2021 by Elder Rose Lomax
Ordinations:

Bonnie Eudene Scherer was ordained to
the office of Evangelist, March 20, 2021
by Apostle Lachlan Mackay &
Evangelist Ruth Campbell.
Moved:
The Hirschoff Family
moved to Norfolk,
Virginia
Kay & Dale Patterson will
be moving to Kimbolton, Ohio.
Deaths:
Linda G. Conaway—Fayette City
Betty Ann Davis—Fayette City
Kathleen Kaye Jessee “Kathy” Barberton
Samuel Rory Russell—Fayette City
Joseph Raymond Uchelvich—
Fayette City

Temple School
Online Classes

Yellow Session (Summer)
Starts 7/31/2021 (enroll USA 7/6)
Ministry of the Priest (MP 304)
This 8-week class explores what Priests
need to know, be, and do in their
essential role. Students learn how
Priests’ ministry connects with
households, families, congregations, and
community. The class explores
sacramental ministry and creates a
personal ministry plan. Required for all
preparing for ordination to the office of
Priest.
Ministry of the Elder (MP 305)
This 8-week class explores what Elders
need to know, be, and do in their
essential role. Elders learn to lead Christ
-centered congregational community by
witness, invitation, and mentoring
others in Christs mission. The class
explores sacramental ministry and
creates a personal ministry plan.
Required for all preparing for ordination
to the office of Elder.
Introduction to Priesthood (MP
300)This course explores the covenant
principles at the heart of faithful
priesthood ministry. These covenant
principles form the foundation on which
responsibilities of specific priesthood
offices are built. Required class for all
new ordinands.
Registration Process:
Find out more about how elearning
works by visiting developmetrics.org
To enroll in any classes, fill out the form
on the “USA Registration Page” .
-Class size is limited
-The registration fee is due after
registration form has been received.
-Once you’ve submitted an enrollment
form, we will confirm your place in the
class in an email with log-in information.
-You are only enrolled AFTER you
receive your confirmation email AND
have paid the class fee.
Questions? Contact David Lloyd
at: idlloyd23@gmail.com
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2021 Camps & Reunion
Greetings Sisters and Brothers,
Thank you for your continued concern
and understanding as we continue to
navigate the challenges surrounding
COVID-19. We’ve received questions
about this summer’s activities, and we
know that folks are interested in making
plans for summer. I think it’s fair to say
we are catching glimpses of the light at
the end of the tunnel, but the fact is
we’re still in the tunnel.
Considering current COVID-19 trends
and World Church Guidance, which
relies heavily upon recommendations
from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the American Camp
Association, and considering uncertainty
about
staffing and
planning,
we believe
that it is
extremely
unlikely that
we will hold
regular in-person youth camps or reunion
in Summer 2021. This is very
disappointing. We recognize how
important our usual summer
programming is to us, especially our
children and youth. We believe, though,
that it’s best to be prudent.
There is good news--all is not lost. We
are currently exploring having day
events/activities at Temple Grove which
would give us all an opportunity to
connect with each other in person. Or,
perhaps a day event(s) that involves
congregations that are close to each other
so as to cut down on travel time.
We are waiting and watching for COVID
-19 numbers to improve. We are hoping
that vaccines will prove to be a true game
changer. We know many are eager to
gather in some fashion. Even if conditions
do not currently allow re-opening,
congregations can start preparations

utilizing the template provided by WC
that will be needed for in-person
gatherings, including re-opening. We
want to make it clear that we are not
pressuring any congregation to re-open
or to gather. We also encourage all to
continue to connect with each other.
Finally, we need your help. We are
looking for innovative ways for us
to get together as the weather
improves and yet still be true to
required social distancing and other
World Church requirements. If you
have an idea, we want to hear it. Please
call us, email us, text us. We want to
hear from everybody, including
children and youth. You can contact
your pastor, or contact any of us on the
mission center leadership team:
Nina Warriner 607-382-0861
(nwarriner@eglmc.org)
Karen Chesnutt 716-560-1644
(karenches@yahoo.com)
Emily Smith
440-339-8828
(emilyj579@gmail.com)
Denise Hoyt
607-661-8720
(dehoyt890@yahoo.com)
Kathy Fallon
412- 583-3917
(kathyfallon12@gmail.com)
John Spilsbury 412-443-7986
(jspilsbury@cofchrist.org)
Thank you for continuing to support
each other.
Peace,
John & Nina

Elyria News
By: Ruth Campbell
Wyatt Bender and Delaney
McFadden were blessed at
the home of their great
grandparents Dwight and
Lois Beckett. Wyatt is the
son of Clint Bender and
grandson of Roger and Kathleen
Bender. Delaney is the daughter of Matt
and Holly McFadden and the
granddaughter of Jan and John Irsaak.
Congratulations to Andrew Fitzgerald
who was inducted into the National
Honor Society. Andrew is a junior at
Midview High School where he is also
active in soccer and baseball. Parents
are Rob and Amber Fitzgerald and
grandparents are Bob and Ginny
Fitzgerald.
Larry Hinchcliffe sends greetings. He is
trying to adjust to the Arizona heat and
is anxious to attend the congregation in
Mesa which is two miles from his home
when it opens. He says hello to all.
Kirtland News
By: Ruth Campbell
Lots of congratulations to extend.
Shirley and Steve Davidson welcomed
their first great grandchild Oliver on
May 24th.Parents are Whitney and
Andrew Clark.
Kristen Ryhal was one of a select
number of students chosen to do a
nursing internship.
Double congrats to the Kuntz family.
Kayla Kuntz, daughter of Marc and Kelly
Kuntz and Kate Kuntz, daughter of Tom
and Sarah Kuntz both are graduating
from high school. Both ladies are the
grandchildren of Bob, Margo, and Carol
Kuntz.
Kaeleigh Corrigan was chosen by her
peers as Outstanding Band Member of
the junior class. She is the daughter of
Erin and Ron Davies. Granddaughter of
Ray and Ruthie Campbell.
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SAVE THE DATE - Saturday,
June 26, EGLMC Gathering
at Temple Grove

Fundraiser for Bridge of Hope
We are working on an international talent project as
a fundraiser for Bridge of Hope. On September 19,
2021 (World Heritage Day) we will air a talent show
featuring members of Community of Christ from all
around the world. Viewers will be directed on how
to donate to the cause during an intermission period
halfway through the program and again at the end.
We are hoping to attract more than just musicians, as
poetry, dance, illusion, or even standup comedy are
performance arts that could be shared as well. Each
performance should be between 3 and 4 minutes
long, and individual or group performances are
acceptable.
While September may seem like a long way off, this
project will take a great deal of planning and
organizing on our part, including copyright
permissions that may be needed, as well as the
production time necessary to merge the various
videos into a single, smoothly flowing show.
PLEASE write to kevinscopper@yahoo.com for
additional instructions about recording sound and
video, and how to send it to the production team.
Peace and Grace,
Kevin White
Seventy- Michigan Mission Center
(989) 329-3142
kevinscopper@yahoo.com

A VOID S CAM E MAILS

THAT

It's hard to believe that it's mid-May! Let's plan to
tentatively have our first mission center in-person
gathering on Saturday, June 26, at Temple Grove.
More details to follow, but the gathering will be
"casual" and will primarily provide us all an
opportunity to visit with each other without
having to use Zoom, the internet, a cellphone, or
a landline.
The only item we
currently have on the
schedule is a 1:00 pm
lunch. Folks are free to
bring their own (but
please don't share with
folks who don't reside
with you) or grab take-out at a local restaurant.
We are also checking the possibility of having
individual box lunches catered.
Of course, gathering in-person assumes that
COVID-19 trends cooperate and that Temple
Grove is ready for business, and we will be
following whatever social distancing requirements
are in effect at that time.
We'd like to have something special for kids.
Probably some sort of devotional as well. If you
are interested in making that happen, please let us
know.
Please make sure the word gets out.

U SING C HURCH L EADERS ’ N AMES

Names of Community of Christ leaders recently were used in several email scams. To avoid these scams, remember
that church leaders always use @CofChrist.org email for church business. Any emails allegedly from church leaders
that use other email sources (@gmail or @yahoo) are a scam.
Spoofing and phishing email senders usually include a request for money or gift cards. Scammers do this hoping
recipients will be tricked into making a purchase or clicking on an unsafe link.
The names of Bishop Stassi Cramm, President Steve Veazey, and other leaders
have been used. (A spoof is when someone creates an email address that
impersonates someone.) This cybercrime is a constant concern for everyone
who uses email.
Church leaders will never ask for help in a secretive manner or request gift cards.
Delete any message that spoofs church leaders.
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ANNOUNCEMENT---SPECTACULAR 2021

This week the
SPEC leadership
team made the
difficult decision
to cancel
SPECTACULAR
2021. Earlier in
the year we’d
been cautiously hopeful that holding
SPEC as usual might be an option.
However, current data trends have
made that seem unwise.
As we thought about the SPEC
experience—the way we live, eat,
learn, play, and worship together—
our ability to guarantee a safe, virusfree environment would be nearly
impossible. If even one individual
tested positive, that has the potential
to shut down the entire event.
We are heartbroken about not being
able to gather again this summer and

S HARE Y OUR T HOUGHTS WITH
D AILY B READ

will deeply miss
the opportunity to
form sacred
community
together. We ache
alongside all our campers and staff
at that feels like another huge loss
in a year of losses that just keep
piling up.

Daily Bread is looking for reflections on
President Steve Veazey's question from the
closing message of World Conference 2019:
Are we moving toward Jesus, the peaceful
One?

Questions about some kind of
online experience for 2021 and
allowing current
seniors an
additional year
of eligibility in
2022 are still
under discussion
and more information will be
shared when it is available.

Use this simple form to submit:
www.CofChrist.org/daily-bread-writers-guide

How is it shaping your relationships,
interactions, and decisions?
Send your reflections...we hope to share
them in a post!

TG ZOOM-A-THON FUNDRAISER II
THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 2021
AT 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
W ATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS !

Even though there are tears in our
eyes, we are confident this is the
most responsible choice at this
time.

S ATURDAY D AILY P RAYER

FOR

P EACE V OLUNTEERS N EEDED

COVID temporarily closed the Community of Christ International Headquarters and Temple to the public,
but Daily Prayer for Peace continues. Please consider sharing in this ministry by offering the DPP on a
Saturday of your choice.
Other days of the week are covered, but if you are willing to pray the DPP as an individual, a family, or a
community group privately in your home or other sacred space on a Saturday, contact Tammy Lindle Lewis.
Choose your preferred Saturday and an alternative Saturday. Church staff will provide the script and
additional information the week before. Be a part of this Temple ministry wherever you live. This is a private,
not recorded, event.
The Daily Prayer for Peace is a powerful witness of Community of Christ’s commitment to peace. Such regular
expressions symbolize the church’s unrelenting pursuit of peace as God’s intent for a bruised and divided
world.
Become a people of the Temple—those who see violence but proclaim peace, who feel conflict yet
extend the hand of reconciliation, who encounter broken spirits and find pathways for healing. Fulfill
the purposes of the Temple by making its ministries manifest in your hearts.
—Doctrine & Covenants 161:2a-b
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Congratulations
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9017 Chillicothe Rd.
Kirtland, OH 44094
Phone: 440-256-1441
Fax: 440-256-5533
Email: sdavis@eglmc.org

Akron/Barberton
Buffalo Clarence
Fayette City
Greenwood
Kirtland
Meadville
Mon Valley
New Hamburg
New Philadelphia
Niagara Falls
Pittsburgh Beechview
Pittsburgh North Hills
Pittsburgh South Hills-Bethel Park
Sharon

To Our 2021
Graduates!

WE’RE

ON THE WEB!
WWW. EGLMC. ORG

UPCOMING EVENTS
JULY
4 INDEPENDENCE DAY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
5

World Hunger Emphasis Day

6

Labor Day

19

Heritage Day

21

International Day of Peace

