
Bad news.  Weõve all received it. 
Sometimes I see it coming, rolling in like an 
approaching storm.  I 
hear the distant 
thunder, and I see and 
feel the gusts of wind 
before the storm hits.  
But there are other 
times bad news arrives unexpectedly with 
no warning. I donõt see it coming.  Itõs the 
bolt or shot that comes òout of the blueó as 
the expression goes. 

Suzanne and I had just reconnected with 
friends old and new over lunch a couple of 
Sundays ago.  It was delightful.  We were 
feeling really good. Then during the car 
ride home, we received a phone call out of 
the blue and learned that a friend had an 
accident and was hospitalized with serious 
injuries.  The condition of our friend 
occupied our thoughts and conversation the 
remainder of the day.  We worried, and 
worried, and worried. 

The next day, Monday, I woke up and was 
considering if I should exercise.  I was still 
worrying about our friend, and the thought 

of a chance to clear my head gave 
me the incentive I needed to go 
for an early morning walk.  I 
walk to music (thank you 
Spotify), but my usual selection 
didnõt grab me.  I remembered 
that I had created a playlist of 
well-known hymns that I was 

supposed to use at a devotional that ended 
up not happening, but I hadnõt erased it. It 
was still there, and it seemed the 
appropriate selection considering my mood 
at the time. 

There is no singing of the hymns.  Itõs a 
selection of instrumentals played by guitar 
or piano with no other accompaniment.  I 
started playing the songs and starting 
walking my usual route.  The first hymn 
was òThis is Godõs Wondrous World,ó 
probably more familiar with some of you as 
òThis Is My Fatherõs World.ó  

My route starts by walking a few blocks 
due west for a block. As I walked I looked 
towards the west and noticed rain clouds 
moving in.  Not quite the view I was 
hoping for considering my mood. I 
remember thinking to myself something 
along the lines of, òJust what I need to look 
at now, storm clouds.ó 

At the end of a block I turned right and 
walked north up a slight hill for one block. 
As I reached the top I slowed down. I 
couldnõt decide if I wanted to continue 
north and cross the street, or turn left and 
head west.  I decided to head north so I 
stopped and looked east to check for traffic. 
I couldnõt help but notice the eastern sky. 
There were no rain clouds to the east. The 
sun was about 
to rise, but its 
light turned 
the eastern 
sky and the 
wispy clouds beautiful shades of pink and 
red.  I stayed to take a longer look, while 
òThis is Godõs Wondrous Worldó played.  I 
couldnõt recite the lyrics, but I 
remembered something about not being sad 
because God is present. I felt Holy Spiritõs 
reassurance that God would not leave our 
friend, or Suzanne, or me alone.  
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God reigns.  

Let us continue to reach out to each 
other in love and care.  Let us continue 
to support 
each other, 
and be kind 
to each other.  
I have been 
blessed by 
kindness 
shown to me 
as our 
mission 
center and 
congregations 
have 
determined our response to the 
pandemic.  It shouldnõt surprise 
anybody to learn that there have been 
different perspectives shared as weõve 
figured out our response, but weõve 
worked together and supported each 
other. May we continue to do so.  
More challenges are on the way.  There 
always are.  

Trust.  Trust.  Trust.  

Pittsburgh South Hills Community of Christ had 
their grand reopening on July 4th and hope to 
continue to have in-person meetings at least 
twice month. 

Heidi Myer and Nate Winne were married on 
July 31, 2021.  They will be residing in their 
home in Upper St. Clair, PA. with their two 
dogs, three guinea pigs and a frog. 

News from South Hills  
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Here are those lyrics I was thinking of: 

This is Godõs wondrous world; 
Why should my heart be sad? 
Let voices sing, let the heavens ring; 
God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 

I headed west to continue my walk. In 
time, I reached the halfway mark and 
turned back, basically east, to head 
home.  As my walk drew to the end I 
arrived at the spot I had been and first 
looked up to notice the dawn sky.  But 
it was now sprinkling.  Grey rain clouds 
had taken the place of what had been 
those beautiful shades of pink and red. 
But I felt 
better. I knew 
that the sun 
was there!  I 
found comfort 
in knowing that 
behind those 
grey clouds the sun shone brightly.  
Again, I found comfort in Holy Spiritõs 

(TRUST cont. from page 1) 
reassurance that our friend wasnõt alone 
(and me neither).  The word òTrustó 
came to my mind. In the reign of God, 
God is present, and Godõs love is 
present, no matter what. Trust. 

Then just to make sure I got the message, 
it came again.  I think it was that Monday 
morningõs 8:30 am Seeking the Still 
Point worship.  Ron Starnes shared how 
he had made a trip to the local airport at 
sunset the day or so before.  As he was 
driving he noticed how beautiful the sky 
looked.  White clouds with red 
underbellies.  It reminded me of that 
beautiful dawn sky I had just seen, and 
Holy Spiritõs reassurance.  Trust. 

We have been struggling with COVID 
and its effects upon us individually and 
collectively as family, friends, 
communities, congregations, and as a 
nation for far too long.  A couple of 
months ago I thought I saw light at the 
end of the tunnel, but it appears to have 
been just more oncoming traffic. 
Difficulties still abound.  There are storm 
clouds around.  Yet the sun shines, and 



The women of the Mid -Atlantic MC would like to invite 
the women of the Eastern Great Lakes MC to join 
them again this year for our Women's retreat via 
Zoom.    

Here's the registration link:   https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeU_oaQ1BBxlxchqJ3zVLhfgNi4xEGtrVzv

Blessings: 
Elijah Thomas Majsterek from  
Barberton Congregation, infant son of 
Erin  R. Higgins and Jeffery T. Majsterek 
was blessed August 8, 2021 by  
Elder Carolyn DeHart and Elder Joyce 
Harmon. 
 
Marriages: 
Heidi Myer married Nate Winne on  
July 31, 2021, they attend Pittsburgh 
South Hills congregation. 
 
Welcome To EGLMC: 
Bruce & Gloria Crockett  
Kirtland Congregation 
Erin Higgins & Jeffery Majsterek  
Akron/Barberton Congregation 
 
Moved: 
Bruce & Gloria Crockett  
moved to Mentor 
Kathy Fallon moved to Canonsburg  
Ed Fisher moved to Kirtland 
Dale & Kay Patterson moved to  
Kimberton 
 
Deaths: 
Betty Ewellñ 
Pittsburgh Beechview 

 
PAGE 3 T HE BEACON  

People news  
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